
I 

• 

--
• 

• 

SPRING 1982 • 
an1 

• 
ion 

e title of this quarterl y news l etter---edited, printed, and 
circulated by the South Paci fi c Peop l es Foundation of Canada---is not 
q u i t e t rue • I n fact , re 1 at i ve 1 y 1 i t t 1 e of the 11 to k b 1 on gs 1' ( ta 1 k be 1 on gs) 
to S.P.P.F •• While we wil l be using this newsletter to bring you the 
1 ates t on S • P • P .• F. ' s act i vi t i es , p 1 ans , and · resources , we w i 1 1 a 1 so be 
featur i ng articles, descr i ptions and opihions from many · different parts 
of t he Pacific and from a variety of people---all of whom live, or have 
l i ved, in the South Pacif i c • 

• • 

· e - have received perm i ss i on to reprint material from Pacific 
Islands Monthly(the South Paci f ic's leading newsmagazine), and all 
publi cations emanating from the Institute of Pacific Studies at the 
Uni versity of the South Pac i f i c i n Suva, Fiji. We are also developing 
a ne tw ork of '' foreign correspondents ' '---Canadi ans and others in the 
So u t h P acific---whom we have asked to share with us and you first-hand 
i n s igh ts i nto developments i n t he var i ous Pac i fic i s l ands . · 

ea ers' comments, suggestions, ideas and submissions 
S.P.P.F. ' s programs or this newsletter are most welcome . 

• concerning 

this newsletter we hope to expose you to a variety of 
~e e li _s, opinions and questions relating to the South Pacific---some 
yol:J a enjoy;others perhaps not---we hope al 1 wi 11 leave you thinking • 

• 

e opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily 
rep ese t t h ose of S.P.P.F., but rather, those of the authors. S.P.P.F. 

o es: a t t h is newsletter will increase Canadian awareness of the 
i s a ,at i ons and peoples of the South Pacific, and stimulate a greater 
ao eci a ti on of the needs, desires, and realities of these, our Pacific 
~e i bour s . -

• 
s ews l e tt e r i s provided free of char ge to a ) I S.P.P. F . 

_ -e bers. i on- g o vernment organ i zat ion s may indi ca t e their desire 
•e e .. e e s e t ter on a reciproca l b a s i s ( our s for ou rs ) . Individuals 

a~= a me b e r s hip but w i s hing t e e s i e tt er s ~ o u ld inform 
- - - tp a i !<e a s s· s t u s in s o e fas i o i e x c ' a ng e . 

ease 
- ------ ~ rov e s f ee db ac k o thi s newsletter. 

es a · and s th at you feel -- -
s : 
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The South Pacific Peop l es Foundat i on of Canada is a modest organisation 
with offices located i n Vi cto ri a , B.C. ( on a Pac i fic is l and ) • SPPF has been 
i n existence since late 975 and as f ac ilit a t e d t he fu nding of several 
s m a. 1 1 d e v e 1 o p me n t p r o j e c t s i t e S o u t P a c i f i c • I n M a y o f 1 9 8 1 t S P P F w a s 
awarded a CIOA grant to un derta ea puc li c e d uca ti on program i n Canada 
c on c e r n i n g re a 1 i t i e s i n t .h e S o u t h P a c i f i c • I n J u l y o f 1 9 8 1 , S P P F ·w a s a b 1 e 
to hire a part-time execut i ve di rector, Ph i 1 Es mon de, and to become a more 
active non-government organisat i on on the Ca n adian scene. A photographic 
display has been assembled and has received positive response from the 
public. Resources have been and continue to be gathered. Contacts in Canada 
and the South Pacific are being developed. Tal ks are being given to a 
variety of groups in B.C •• And, through an aff i liation SPPF maintains with 
the Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific, projects for funding 
are being received and passed on to potential Canadian funders. 

SPPF has also been 
many Canadians who have 

developing a sup.porting membership amongst 
lived and worked in the South Pacific. 

the 

SPPF is a registered Canadian charity and non-profit organisation. 
Its continued strengthening and existence wi 11 depend upon people such 
as yourselves. We can use your assistance in many ways. If you have been 
.li ving and working in the South Pacific, perhaps you are willing to talk 
t o others about your experience? We can use people across Canada willing 

• 

I 

to pass out our brochures. We can use people wi 11 ing to raise funds on · 
our be h a l f . We can use people willing to show a movie in their neighbourhood . 
We can us e indi v idu a l sup.porting members . ARE YOU I NTERESTED 7 
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By Len Garae 
• 

The term c self-relian-
ce » has been misused too 
often for the ordinary peo­
ple to realise what it me­
ans. There is little d ifferen­
ce between the term « In­
dependence > and « self· 
reliance >. 

When we talk about 
« self-reliance > in Vanuatu, 
we mean that we use our 
own resources which are 
available in our country to 
meet. and satisfy our ne­
eds. The former means 
that we do not depend on 
other people but ourselyes, 
to do things as far as pos­
sible. 

One hears the term 
t self-reliance> and c eco­
nomic independence > in 
politjcal debates and on 
the media. One of the Va­
nuatu Government's aims 
is for the country to achie­
ve « economic independen-
c e > by 1991. This means 

at we must now start im­
oving and boosting our 

agricu ltural production, fo­
estry, cattle and so on, to 

·-eet our demands in ten 
ears time. 

It also means that we 
will no longer import from 
either Australia or New 
Zealand garden crops 
which can be grown in Va­
nuatu. 

Mrs Grace MoJisa who is 
the Second Secretary to 
the Prime Minister's Office . , 
1s also concerned about 
the usage of the term 
« self- re·iance >. She em­
phasises the need to un­
derstand and accept (\ cha­
nges as the country stri­
ves :o ach ieve self-reliance 
and economic independen­
ce . 

- ere ·will be Political. 
ocial and cultural chan­
es in order tor the coun­

.•. ,_ o a,chieve these aims . 
illage Chiefs and other 
ig en in Vanuatu may 
esi•ate or stop ·heir peo-

,.o a ing art in 
- - - e es ic · ey regard 
-s ea s 1 o eir indi-

a a d • a i · o al lea­
coa e or • eir aai­

---.~~a Ii e a· er s in • e 
2 e . ...... 
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« Change often means 
conflict and is always a 
threat to some interest. A­
ny talk of change always 
brings opposition and con­
flicting opinions, you can­
not have change and have 
complete sameness » says 
Mrs Malisa. 

She recalls the fact .that 
the whole of our history 
has been a process of 
change ; i.e., threat and 
conflict all the way. 

Perhaps you are iust 
about to do something and 
are told, c Oh, that is a­
gainst our custom» . Mrs 
Molisa feels that this is a 
very ready excuse and a 
very ready answer. 

Before the coming of the 
whiteman and our coming­
in-touch with the outside 
world, our forefathers were 
already independent and 
self-reliant. Whiteman had 
his motor-driven boats, we 
had our paddle-driven ca­
noes. While he had metal 
axes, we had stone axes. 

Gradually as we became 
more aware of the outside 
world · and its technology, 
we began t.o disregard our 
traditional products for the 
whiteman's. We became 
less and less sett-reliant 
and independent. 

Our customs started 
changing. The introduction 
of Christianity excluded 
our trad.itional Gods, this 
was crucial to the central 
point of custom. Our reli· 
gions were threatened ; 
our religions changed. 

Our forefathers had a 
very good system of edu· 
cation - it was continiuing 
education or education for 
life. but it was changed. 
We now go to formal edu· 
cation in pesuit of paper 
qualifications which end 
with our exams and our 
certificates if we pass . 

Now that we are politica­
lly independent, we are re­
examining all the things 
that we have, and we are 
redirecting our attention to 
our Educa tion S stem. 
\A/hat are e doi g ? 

e wa ·o ac i e ap­
prooria e ed ca ion or 
app o r iate •ec norogy o 

t 

4') 
• 

of certificates fr.om over­
seas>, Mrs Melisa sums 
It up . 

provide for the needs of 
all the people in this coun­
try. What we are doing is, 
we are trying to4:back to 
our forefathers' education 
system where they were 
educated for life instead 

Economic Independence 
will be achieved throuQh 
self-reliance, and self-re­
liance will be achieved on­
ly If we fully utilise our re­
sources in Vanuatu. Vanu­
atu's most important re­
source is its people. 
(Tam-Tam will carry an 
article on « Human Resour­
ce» later) . 

-
Raymond C. Anderson. 
Canadian high commissioner to 
Vanuatu. in August officially 
opened a new SASO 000 
fisheries and Marine School in 
Port-Vila which was paid for by 
the Canadian Government. The 
school is situated at the former 
French Wharf. 

Speaking at the ceremony. 
Vanuatu's Minister for Agricul­
ture. Fisheries and Forestry. 
Sethy Regenvanu said the rc­
pu blic had a land area of 14 250 
square kilometres. When the 
country"s 200-miles exclusive 
economic zone came into force .. 
its total area would become 
24 500 nautical square miles. 
Of this area. 80'k is water. 

·we depend on water as 
much as we depend on land for 
our food. and this will continue 
to be so in the future: he said. 

The minister pointed out that 
bcf ore the introduction of air 
travel, Ni-Vanuatu were sea­
farers. and seafaring would 
continue to be their main means 
of travel . 

The new school would help 
the government to maintain a 
high standard of scaf a ring 
skills. through proper training .. 
the minister said. 
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The Nauru Post, reporting a flight from Melbourne to 
Nauru in an Air Nauru aircraft 
The local padre, returning from a goodwill mission, cautiously 
uncovered his lunch t ra}• and noticed an Ansett serviette, a T AA 
the friendly way plast ic bag ith tens1ls inside, the utensils 
themselves stamped . .\ li talia .. ~ome J.!\L sugar and an Air Nauru 
O\vellette. He remar ed .. This is r I an int rna Liunal :ii rline '. 

• 

• 
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. on . March 3/4,1982, Cyclone Isaac swept through the Tonga 
is .lands, southeast of Fiji, causing serious damage . The 
following is a partial situation report provided by the 
U.N. Disaster Relief Organisation, and dated March 9th. 
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SITUATION SERIOUS REQUIRING RELIEF AND REHABILITATION . .- .. . . • • • . - . . . . - • • 

-- . 

CD M~~~~ FO~ ~E ~MM~D~~TE~ . ~NTERMEDI.~TE ~D LONGER:TERM COVERING 
• - . . -

A1.L ISLAND GROUPS WHICH VERE STRUCK BY CYCLONE AT A FORCE OF 
• • • • • . . . 
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CROPS BOTH FOR EXPORT AND LOCAL CONSUMPTION WERE DEVASTATED . . .. . • • . . ... .. . . . - • 

-
1HROUGHOUT THE KINGDOM•~ FOLLOWING IS A BREAKDOWN OF CROP·· DAMAGE:: . ~ - .. - . . . . 

• 

191 PERCENT OF COCONUT CROP FOR EXPORT LOST AND 5~ PERCENT. 
• • • • • • • • • 

-
COCONUT CROP FOR LOCAL CONSUMPTION. : ADDITIONAL CROP LOSSES VEREt7 . . . . . . .. 

• 
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PERCENT • . BANANAS • 

- - • 

111 PERCENT • . BREADJPRUIT 
• .... . - • • 

• 

35 PERCENT - . VANILLA . . ... - - .. - . .. 

61 PERCENT • . MANI OKE - . -
sa p me E..~T ... YAMS • - .. 

49 PERCENT .. KUMALA - . . 
• 

• 38 PERCENT • . TARO 
• • - . 
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IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT COPRA EXPORTS VIL~ BE HALTED FOR AT -- . . .. . . - . . 
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IT l ,S EVIDDT ·1·RAT FOOD S!l.ORTAGES lif:l .U. BE A MAJ'OR PKO.BL.et .. .... . .. - . . . . .. • .. . .. ... . • • • • . - • 

. . - ~ . ... .. ... . . . . . . .. • . - .. . . . . -
• 

• 
. 

CULY · 2•·3 WSFXS DUE PERJSRAS·l..E NATtJRE• : DEFl.CIT OF !fATURE ROOT CROPS . .... . ...-: . .. . .. - . .. . . . . . - . . ' . - . - . . . .. . 
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FOR HARVESTING Vi LL CAUSE SERIOUS FOOD SHORTAGES AFTER END OF . .. .. . . - . ... . ._ .. .. ~ .. " . ... .. .. . . • • .. . 

MARCH A.'ID 1·MPORTED FOODSTUFFS . ARE ESSENTIAL TO MAKS UP NCE 
~ . . . . . - • • • • • • • .. . . .. . 

P"ROH t ·ST APRIL.:RELIE~ OPERATION TO PROVIDE FOOD EXPECTED TO BE . . -. .. .. . • . - . • • • • 
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HEALTH PROBLEMS ARE BEING CONTAINED AT PRESENT BUT SERIOUS 
.. . . . • • • • • 

SHORTAGES OF CLEAN WATER SUPPLIES C DUE RAINWATER Elf· MENT sys .. . 
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STAGNANT OR SAL.lNE WATER•: TH.1.s· COULD · RESULT IN INCREASED D'fSDITRY, · 
... . . • . .. .. .. • • • • ... • • • ·-

Ol'HER WATER COMMUNICABLE DISEASES AND DENGUE FEVER • . : 
.. . . . . . - ... - . ..... . - ~ - - .. . ·- . . • 
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F u'idation for the · Peoples of the South 
Our partner agency, the o. •th nd helped develop, a womens 

• 

c 
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P a c i f i c ' h a s w o r k e d c 1 o s e 1 ~ w ~ ' ~ h b u i 1 t 7 0 0 0 s h ow e r I t o i 1 e t ' 
network which has been traane , an k ~s • plac~ in the outer islands 

• t • • Th i s net w or 1 s 1 n and kitchen fac1 1ties. . . . local labour and materials, 
which were hit the hardest. ~t1l1z1ng. be built for $200(Canadian). 

· · t nee that sane ar , Given the prime ampor a . s health problems after the 
• 1 • • b re-bu·a lt to prevent ser1 ou . fa c 1 1 t 1 es e . · fund 5 to he 1 p 1 n 

the re-bui~d~ng <;>f these ~c1T1 ie 'we will be approaching the 
term rehab1l1tat1on needs in o~ga. . tance as well as the 
various national Church groups or assis ' 
rehabilitation fund held by CIDA. 

• 

would like to help in this 
If you, your church, your club,et7.t nee We can provide further 
e f fort, we w<;>uld wel7ome your.ass1~fayou.have enough information, 
i f or i at i on 1f you wash to write.h t to s pp F Tonga Fund. 
a i s to donate, please make c eques ou · · · · 

• 

e - C ' s ( each havtng an e ec e 
- - e o Y h av i n g the women s g r o up f . 1 . s i n 

e • secretary and treasurer) nominate those a~• te 
· .. ac es ose homes have been totally destroye • • 

-
• • 

· on. ent for cooking,eating an d a complimenting 
i s given top priority, t e hea~th and 

U n i t i 1 1 rap i d y decl i ne • .. e co 
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-
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comp.anies could ·also provide licencing 
agreements, co .. production arrangements, 
technical co-operation and technology 
transfer,,, he explained . 

Mr Lambert pointed out that this is the 
first time the Industrial Co-operation 
Programme has turned its attention to the 
South Pacific. Other CID A aid 
programmes, however, such as the 
Canadian Executive Service Overseas and 
Canadian University Service Overseas 
have been operating in PNG for some 
years. 

• 

Canadian funds are available for 
feasibility studies of proposed import­
replacement industries. It is also possible 
to arrange business training of Papua New 
Guineans in Canada, and hire Canadian 
consultants to work in PNG. 

The Di rector-General of the 
International Co-operation Programme of 
the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA), Mr Garrett Lambert, 
said these during his recent visit to PNG. 
CIDA administers Canada's overseas aid 
activities . 

Mr Lambert said his aid budget this 
year is 1.6 billion Canadian dollars (about 
K930 million) , but much of this will be 
spent on traditional recipients of Canadian 
aid. He explained that his visit was to 
examine the possibilities of providing 
Canadian aid to PNG 's developing 
industrial sector and that one or two likely 

• 

projects have been identified. 

Mr Lambert added that he expects 
CIDA officers to visit PNG regularly to 
offer assistance to local businesses and 
industries. 

• 

~~Aid could be in the for111 of joint 
ventures with Canadian companies 
supplying technical and management 
expertise and some capital. Canadian 

The Pacific Islands Fund 
would offer the following ser-rnc 

• 

oru 
SU o or un o 

vices: 
• Special loans: For new 

production, energy develop­
ment, and short-ter111 balance of 
payments or budgetary support. 

• a er coun r1es 
• 

.A.n extensi'1e evaluation report 
commissioned by the South 
Pacific Commission (SPC) and 
the South Pacific Bureau for 
Economic Co-operation 
(SPEC) says that a regional 
development bank is not needed 
in the Pacific Islands 'at this 
time', but there is need for a 
Pacific Islands Fund to help 
smaller islands without access 
to larger financial institutions. 

The report proposes that such 
a fund be established with the 
help of tHe Special Fund of the 
Organisation of Petrol­
Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
and with financial help prob­
ably available from Canada, 
Sweden, Switzerland, some 
European Economic Com­
munity countries, possibly one 
or more Association of South­
east Asian Nations, (ASEAN) 
countries, and from Japan. 

The report was prepared for 
the SPC and SPEC by Rodney 
Cole, of the Development 
Studies Centre of the Austra-

& 

lian National University, and 
Graeme Thompson, chief econ­
omist of the New Zealand 
Planning Council, after visiting 

ost of the Pacific states be­
·een May and early July this 

• 

The South Pacific Forum 
session in Port-Vila in August 
accepted it in principle and has 
asked for detailed reactions 
from the various governments 
for a final decision at next year's 
forum meeting tn Tu;·alu. 

The report sa)'S that because 
of their small size and distance 
from large markets or popu­
lation centres, the Pacific 
Islands have special difficulties 
for development and a need for · 
substantial external assistance. 

They ha vc been receiving 
substantial assistance which 
will continue and possibly in­
crease, but significant gaps 
.exist, especially in the needs of 
the smaller and more vulner­
able island states. 

A fund controlled by the 
islanders themselves would 
meet capital requirements with· 
out involving the smaller islands 
in the costs associated with 

World Bank of Asian Develop­
ment Bank membership. Such a 
fund would also tap new sources 
of finance and thus avoid dupli­
cation or conflict with existing 
bilateral and multilateral aid 
arrangements. 

• ·Technical services: Support 
for the Pacific Regional Advis­
ory Service if established, 
specialist advice not elsewhere 
available, and a development 
information service. 

• Price stabilisation: A de· 
pository and account for the 
regional copra stabilisation/ 
support scheme now being 
examined, and any other com­
modity price support arrange­
ment. 

• Disaster relief: To adminis· 
ter relief funds should the 
Forum expand the provisions of 
the existing fund now managed 
by SPEC. 

•Support for remote islands: 
Operating assistance in trans­
port and communications to 
maintain vital sociaJ and econ­
omic links with small island 
countries, and island services 
within larger countries. 

• Guarantee· facility: To sup­
port borrowing by regional 
organisations and the smaller 
national development insti­
tutions. 

• Research: To support ap­
plied research into particular 
regional issues. · 

The report proposes that the 
Pacific Islands Fund be consti· 
tuted as a set of accounts 

' 
(sp~cial loans, technical ser­
vices, etc.) to make its purposes 
plain. Each account would be 
separately administered. About 
SAlO million would be required 
to get the fund going. 

Fund membership would be 
· free, and through charter, and 

be open to all developi·ng island 
countries and territories of the 

• region. 
It would be controlled by a 

board comprising a director 
appointed by each charter 
member, and the secretary­
general of the SPC and direc­
tor of SPEC as ex-officio mem­
bers. The board would meet 
annually. 

Implementation of fund poli· 
cies would be done by an 
executive comprisir1g the . board 
chairman, three other board 
members, and nominees of the 
SPC and SPEC. The executive 
might meet three or four times 
annually. and there would be an . 
administrator appointed, with 
accountant and secretary, for 
the administrative work. . 

e;?·. 
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Soon after World War II, develop~ ··.· Their newness.w·ill lie in·their·being: · 
ment efforts focused on th·e ·. ·. more -clearly .. ·recognized·· and·· 
achievement of rapid. ·economic · · ~ appreciated .1n: ··newer.:.-, under• .· .... 
growth. The motivation for striving standings of development, material 
for economic growth was not ori- goods are likely to be downplayed, : 
ginally to alleviate poverty, but and social and spiritual values are· .. 
rather to achieve rapid industriali- likely to have greatly renewed 
zation: · · . importance. No single formulation 

The idea that economic growth of what constitutes the object~ve of. 
ought to be pursued chiefly for the . · . development- will prevail,· but 
purpose of· reducing poverty did ··instead there will be a new accom- ... 
not arise until later, and did not · · · modation of diversity of purpose •. -·. . 
reach its height until. the 1970s. · .~ . ~. v.·" While specific standardized out~ . .,~ 
. .. ey ·.the . mid-1970s, .. the mai·n-:- .·~ : ·comes of development should not .. ·:. 

. stream. argument that economic ·· . . be prescribed, it is usefu-1 to sug.• .· 
. growth is the chief· instrur:nent,. if··· , · gest how·· development. might be ... 

_not . the very · embodiment of· ·: · understood in terms of process. r · 
development was . discredited. · support the· formulation, proposed 
Economic. growth was wi.despread, · ·by Frances Moore· Lappe and Joe . 
but· no clear linkage could be · Collins in Food First, that''develop-· 
found. between growth · and · the ·ment is the process of people 
alleviation of poverty •.. · . · · ·. : · . · · .. · taking charge · of. their lives." To 

Thinking on development · develop is to gain increasing 
evolved through the· 1970s, but the . · power to define, to analyz~, and to 
emphasis remained on the mat~ . solve one's _own problems. To 
rial aspects of development, on life- develop means to gain power# not 

. support systems rather than life · necessarily over others, but over · 
itself .. Everyone knew there were oneself, and with others. · . 
other, non-material dimensions of Development does mean growth. 
development of greater impor- but not. in the simplistic sense that 
tance, but h·ardly anyone could some· index becomes larger . . A 

.. come·to grips with them. ·· nation· does not become increas-
There were a few, however, like ingly developed just because its 

Paulo Freire and Johan· Galtung, GNP grows, any more than a child 
who came to argue that develop- can be said to be developing 
ment should be understood as simply because he or she grows 
involving a transformation of taller. Rather, development means 
consciousness. Spe.cifically, the growth in the sense· of transcend-

... development of individuals and ing limits. To develop is to be- able 
communities involves their chang_. to do something tomorrow that 
ing from seeing themselves as vie- ·: you were not able to do yesterday. 
tims of circumstances to seeing : The proper test of any develop-
themselves as somehow in control ment program, any assistance pro-
of their own worlds. · · · gram, any welfare program, even 

As argued so clearly by Erich any educational program, then, is 
F·romm and others, development whether it is strengthening or 
should be understood as a condi- weakening. A people's obtaining 
tion of being, not of having. The revenue from licensing others to 
problem is not simply to find new fish or mine or log its resources is 
and different ways of providing not development, but learni ng to 
material goods. The issue is not so fish or mine or log is. Following 
much the external stimuli as. the other people's plans does not 
internal life by which Vie respond constitute development, but for-
to stimuli. In the transformed con- mulating one's own plans does. If 
sciousness that is still only barely economic growth is a ieved at 
recognized, we are likely to the price of subon:Jin-a ing one's 
consume less, but it will not be a interests to lhose of outside 
matter of great sacrifice. Instead, investors or tr'adi g partners, that 
those material objects which had growth may or against true 
preoccupied us will no longer development. ·. _ . 
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If the mass media had not told us, nobody would have believed 
that the suave gentleman in the dark, double-breasted suit who 
stepped out of a French Special Air Force DC-8 at Papeete 
airport on July 31 was a representative of the new socialist 
government swept to power on a radical programme of far­
reaching social and economic reforms. But in fact he was the 
new Ftench Minister ror Defence Charles Hernu, come out to 
inspect the nuclear base at Moruroa. 

Except for the fact that he sported a thin beard~ he and the 
numerous Gaullist ministers who had preceded him were as 
alike as two peas in a pod. The local reception committee, too, 
looked very familiar for the very good reason that it consisted 
of the same old guard of politicians and businessmen who have 
always prospered under the existing colonial and capitalist 
system. Incidentally, most of them had less than two months 
before ardently supported Mitterrand's right-wing opponents, 
Chirac and Giscard, in the presidential elections. But here they 
were again on the tarmac, seemingly very little embarrassed by 
their 180-degree turn-around. As for the dancers. musicians and 
beauty queens, supposedly symbolising the friendly aroha spirit 
of. the islands, they smiled as happily as they always do when 
they are paid well for their services. 

Not unexpectedly, the new defence minister also spoke like 
his Gaullist predecessors, although in a somewhat more 
rambling and befuddled manner. Thus. at a special press 
conference, he lost no time in announcing t nat ,. he nuclear tests 
were to continue. At Moruroa. I ndefinitel~. \'~ en a reporter 
asked whether there was any truth in the persistent rumour that 
the Kerguelen islands in the Indian Ocea • ere eing 

es Hernu (left), French Minister for Defence. meets French 
· cemen in Tahiti during his visit to the South Pacific. -
by La Depeche de Tahiti. 
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considered as a more suitable testing ground than the much 
battered atoll, Hernu literally exploded, declaring that the 
rumour was so silly that it was not worth answering the question. 
Everybody is perfectly happy with Moruroa, he added. 'Even 
the Polynesian people?' asked an incredulous reporter. Hernu 
took a deep breath and dropped an even .bigger bomb, for he said 
- and these were his exact words: 

•The people of Polynesia have already expressed their 
approval in what amounts virtually to a popular referendum, for 
since I took over as defence minister, I have received thousands 
of letters from French Polynesia, all in favour of continued 
nuclear testing at Moruroa.' 

This was, of course, impossible to believe. Polynesians never 
write to their ministers, and the few letters they do send to the 
local newspapers are as a rule strongly critical of the nuclear 
tests. One of the authors of this article, Marie-Therese, publicly 
challenged He.rnu to produce these pro-nuclear letters, or at 
least to provide some more information about this unique 'mail 
order referendum'. Were the letter-writers really all 
Polynesians? Or were they perchance mostly French expatri­
ates, making a lot of money out of the bomb? Or were they 
simply reactionary · Frenchmen back home who equate French 
honour and glory with the bomb? The only answer Hernu cared 
to fu rnish was extemely evasive. He claimed that letters 
received by his ministry were 'confidential documents' . 

It should perhaps be recalled that the number of voters in 
French Polynesia is more than 18 000. So even in the unlikely 
e\'ent that a few thousand Polynesians, in an unprecedented 
burst of partriotic fervour, did write to the minister for defence, 
this can hardly be considered a scientifically and democratically 
val id method of assessing public opinion. 

The radioactive pollution of the Pacific islands and islanders 
resulting from the dozen or so tests made every year since 1966 
(with one exception, 1969), was, of course, too burning a subject 
not to be touched upon. Hernu revealed that several local 
political and civic leaders had expressed concern about the 
terrible accidents which occurred at Moruroa in 1979 (Pl M 
May 1980 p28) and which resulted in 1) the death or serious 
injury of half a dozen technicians, 2) the release of vast amounts 
of plutonium, ·whose deadly poisonous effect will be felt for the 
next 24 000 years, and 3) the prying loose of such an enormous 
chunk of the outer wall of the atoll that it caused a tidal wave 
capable of destroying buildings on islands hundreds of 
kilometres from Moruroao 

As soon as the 30 members of the Territorial Assembly of 
French Polynesia learnt from unofficial . sources what had 
~appened~ they unanimously adopted a resolution, on August 
18~ 1979, asking for l) the setting up of a local commission of 
inquiry to look into this and other accidents, and 2) the 
immediate despatch of a group of impartial French and foreign 
civilian scientists to study the radioactive pollution of man and 
environment in French Polynesia. The government of Giscard 
d'Estaing never took any action to comply with these requests. 

This was definitely a matter. said Hernu, before flying off to 
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Morur-aa, on w.hi<::h the· new· gover:nmont- of FranGe was going to 
act in a campletely differe.nt, open and frank manner. To use his 
own wor.ds: 4The press must be inf armed abaut security 
problems. If there is an accident, it is better to let the truth be 
known than to let all sorts of rumours spread. Nothing must be 
hidden that affects the health of the population.' He even added: 
4 When New Zealand and Australia ask us for information about 

• 
these problems, we shall supply it.' For those who wish to take 
the minister up on this humane and generous offer, the address 
is: Ministere de la Defense, 14, rue Saint-Dominique, Paris 
7 5007. 

Less than a week after minister Hernu had flown home in the 
grand style of an Arab oil sheik. the commanding CEP admiral 
in French Polynesia faithfully carried out his new instructions. 
We were certainly not the only ones who were jolted when we 
read in our morning paper the following pioneering efforts in the 
field of military-civilian public relations: "Due to strong westerly 
winds experienced at Moruroa, some of the nuclear waste left 
by the atmospheric explosions made before 1975, may have 
crossed the lagoon to the eastern side of the atoll. In order to 
avoid all risks, access to the beach in the inhabited area has 
temporatily. been forbidden, while the necessary checks are 
being made." 

Of course, the communique raised more questions than it 
answered. In the first place, the existence of nuclear waste in any 
farm at Moruroa has always been vehemently denied by the 
organisers of the tests .. at present headed by the admiral who 
issued the communique. If now nuclear waste has suddenly been 
discovered, we would like to hear what the proofs are that it 
actually dates from the pre-1975 period. And how did the waste 
cross the lagoon, since it cannot float? It seems most likely that 
what is labelled pre-1975 waste has been confused with the 
plutonium waste fro m the I 979·accident which, according to the 
minutes of the debate that took place in the territorial assembly 
wl the time, was actually mixed with all sorts of debris and could 
therefore ve ry well have floated across the lagoon from the 

estern portion of the reef where it was dumped. When 
questions like this were asked in the past, they were consistently 

• 

ignored . So it is certainly a great relief to know that with the new 
regime frank answers will be quickly forthcoming. 

An equally important subject upon which Hernu touched only 
very lightly during his stay in the islands, were the \studies and 
experiments' carried out with a view to a French neutron bomb. 
These have been going on over the past three years, presumably 
quite often at Moruroa. All he was willing to say was that the 
research was to be continued. But admittedly, after the 
American decision, on Hiroshima Day, to mass-produce this 
weapon, it was certainly the wrong time to evoke the whole ugly 
subject. 

Will the firm determination of the new French president to 
keep Moruroa as a nuclear testing ground make a sham of the 
promises made before, during and after his election campaign, 
to apply to the last French overseas territories the noble 
principle of auto-determination? The man supposed to know the 
answer to this question is, of course, the minister for these 
territories, Henri Emmanuelli, who arrived only a week after 
Henru 's departure, as an ordinary passenger on a regular flight 
f ram Fiji. He, too, had the polished look of all his Gaullist 
predecessors and was therefore quickly clasped to the bosom of 
the same old guard reception committee, by now even more 
,. arm I~ pro-socialist. His ministry, after all, has the ultimate say 
in all money matters affecting French Polynesia. The only new 
face to appear was that of an expatriate Frenchman, surrounded 
b~ a f e' local friends, who had all suddenly discovered that they 
nad a]\'f a\~s been socialists at heart. To Emmanuelli's credit it -
must be said that he quite rudely told them that he did not need 
an)' generals ithout troops. 

It soon oecame evident that the minister's very sensible 
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'H? As in Hernu?' 'And as in horror, holocaust, hecatomb and 
Hiroshima.' Cartoon comment from Le Canard Enchaine. 

attitude was: I shall wait and see. Or rather, I shall see the sights 
first and then wait for the outcome of the territorial elections to 
be held early next year which in all likelihood will sweep out the 
old guard. Consequently, Emmanuelli undertook a gruelling but 
perfectly futile trip that in six days took him around Tahiti and 
then to the Leeward and the Tuamotu islands, with countless 
stops at various schools, dispensaries, town halls, museums, solar 
installations, factories, slums, markets and hotels, solely in order 
to listen to speeches, complaints and requests, and to watch 
dances. eat meals and see canoe races. The only noticeable 
innovation was the total absence of the popular 4 flower girls' 
who. during ministerial visits in the past, used to embellish most 
official receptions, and who, to tell the sad truth, often tempted 
elderly and portly civil servants and politicians to behave in a 
most undignified fashion. 

Throughout his ordeal, Emmanuelli kept smiling in the most 
engaging manner and rarely talked for more than five minutes 
at a time, in a pleasantly uninteresting manner. Not even when, 
on the last day of his stay, he made his only full-length political 
speech, in the packed Territorial Assembly (behind a socialist­
red bouquet of roses, thoughtfully provided by the House) did 
he have much to say. His greatest achievement was, in fact, that 
he almost scared some of his hosts out of their wits by casually 
suggesting that it was time to introduce income tax, instead of 
going on forever begging the mother country for money. But 
what it all boiled down to in the end was a renewed promise to 
apply the noble principle of auto-determination in a much toned 
down form: a special committee of local politicians and French 
officials will, over the next four or five months, study at a 
leisurely pace the need for a revision of the present constitution 
governing French Polynesia. 

Still today nobody is quite sur~ how Mitterrand's victory will 
affect our lives. But an indication that the changes may be f eYt' 
and slow appeared perhaps during Emmanuelli's visit. even if it 
was not much noticed. We refer to the quite extraordinal)' fact 
that the leaders of the only genuine popular~ socialist part .. ' in 
the islands, Ia mana te nunaa, shunned the minister like e 
plague, and in turn were totally ignored b)' him. . arie­
Therese and Bengt Danielsson. 
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• •••• from Mr. Werner Sukstorf, a Canadian with CUSO in Papua 
· New Guinea. (The original letter is here e·xcerpted due t·o sp.ace.) 

********* 
'' I am p 1 ease d to he a r o f t he ex i s t an c e of S PP F • I n the pow e rs t rug g 1 e of 
the big superpowers, the voice of the small democratic nations of the 
Pacific is but a faint whisper; and there is a need for an organisation 
'1 i k e y o u r s t o b r i n g t h e i r p 1 i g h t b e f o r e t h e p ·u b 1 i c • Th e d a y s o f t h e 
colonial empires may be past, but the big multinationals have taken over 
where these left off. Trade and commerce in PNG are totally dominated 

• 

by the Australian companies like Steamships,Carpenters and Burns Philp~ 

''A crass example of exploitation is taking place right at our doorstep 
in the Popondetta area, where a lumber company called Kumusi Timber is 
cutting down the rainforest. By removing only the choice logs, they 
are not only laying .waste to the rest of the forest, but also destroying 
the habitat of the giant Alexandria Birdwing. It borders on crime when yo~ 
consider that this area around Popondetta is the only place on earth that 
this beautiful butterfly can be found. The logs from this operation 
are being shipped to New Zealand without even the minimum of processing 
in this country. 

''My work as a CUSO volunteer consists of teaching general cattle 
management, and more specifica11y, · training PNG nationals in 
slaughtering, cutting and handling of beef. 

''The Musa Valley is not suited 
rubber, and cattle-raising fits 
of life here. The Yareba people 
hunters than cultivators • 

for plantation crops like coffee or 
pretty well with the traditional way 
of this district have always been more 

. 

. 

''A numb·er of large breeding ranches have been established here with 
professional managers. The traditional landholders poole.d their land and 
are shareholders of the companies formed. These ranches are self-contained 
units, with slaughtering, processing facilities and access to city markets 
via their own airstrip. Small holders in the surrounding areas have the 
option of buying weaner steers to graze on their vi 1 lage plots for two 
years, and then either sell them back to the company, or have them 
slaughtered and shipped to Port Moresby by paying the expenses. 

11 The company (I am working with) owns about 3000 head of cattle and 
thirty horses. The cattle were shipped by barge across the Solomon Sea 
to a beach called Pongani. From here we walked the cattle for six days 
100 miles across mountains, through swamps and rainforest, crossing 
rivers and plains to the Musa Valley. 

'' ft is a fascinating le·arning .. experience living in a completely different 
culture. The most urgent need in PNG as I see it is for topnotch local 
management personnel and qualified tradesmen of all descriptions. 

• ft is a wonderful feeling to see a new nation grow and stand on 
o n feet. In a few years, Safia has grown from a forgotten patrol 
· ~a a thriving community. We have our own tradestore, school and 
a ~odern medical centre. 

• 

********* 
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TONGAN ARTIST TO VISIT 
CANADA 

S.P.P.F. and IDEA ( the 
Institute for Development 
Education through the Arts) 
are jointly sponsoring the 
September/October visit to 
B.C. and Alberta of Mrs. 
Sinisia Taumoepeau of 
f~uku 1 alofa,Tonga. Mrs. 
Taumoepeau is a painter 
and a weaver. While in 
Canada she will have a 

• • display of her tapa pa1nt1ngs 
· and pandanus weavings, as well 
as ·be av a i 1 ab 1 e for w o r ks ho P s 
with · Canadian artists and 
students. Sinisia's trip wi 11 
be equally split between B.C. 
and Alberta and strong efforts , . . 
wi 11 be made to have her v1s1t 
several of the smaller areas 
in the two provinces.Work is 
currently going into developing 
an itinerary for the trip.More 
i nformation is available through 
SPPF. 

• 

• 

-· - . 

• • • • • • • from a letter f·rom 
Dr. Graham Conway, a Canadian 
working on Eastern Carolin·e 
I s 1 and i n Hi .c r·on es i a: 

•J I have been he re for over 
two years having left a 
lucrative practice in 
Courtenay,B.C. for an i 11-
paid but "ever boring life 
in Ponape with opportunity 
for travel and teaching 
throughout Micronesia. 

'' I have be e·n ve ry i n v o 1 ve d 
in teaching Health Assistants 
in rural dispensaries and on 
outer atolls and teaching 
anaesthesia and pediatrics 
to medical officers in district 
centers. 

• 

••There are many urgent public 
health programs to deal with 
( eg: TB,Leprosy,sanitation) 
and my ''general practice'' 
ranges from neurosurgery to 
administration and public 
health so I have become 
quite knowledgeable on health 
care delivery in Micronesia-­
including my share of house 
ca 1 1 s i n the j un g 1 e '' 

esources· 
• 

SPPF has the following audio­
visual resources available for 
use in Canada. If you are 
interested in using any,please 
get in touch with us to discuss 
te irms. 

•• o road ever I ri ri 1 and'' a 23mt. 
s l ide/tape from Australia showing 
• o styles of development on a 
s ma ll island in the Solomons--one 

t e u1ti-national company 
eve rs and the other by a sma 11 
i l a oe. -

. ' .. 

• • e a re ex e c 1 o a . ov 1 e on -
a a a aay , a n d a l so c ecking 

· •o a ov i e on e Sout Pacific 
-es .. iv al of the Arts e1d in 

i n 1 9·a 0 • 
• 

• 

' I 

• 

' 
1 Ma r 5 h a~ J i s . : A me r i c a ' s R a d i o a c t i v e 

t r u s t 11 
, a 1 1 8 s 1 i de s h ow p u t o u t 

by the Micronesian Support Committee 
concerning the nuclear history of 
Micronesia at the U.S.'s hands. 

11 Yumi Yet 11 a two ree 1 16mm film 
showing the lead-up to independence 
in Papua New Guinea, as well as the 
independence ceremonies~ 1975 • . 

'' I n one co u n t ry • • an o t he r f i 1 m on . 
Papua New Guinea--this one from 
1974--and depicting quite wel 1 
the contrast between traditional 
methods and new methods in PNG. 
( Peop1e recently returned from 
PNG say the movie is sti 11 very 
t i me 1 y) • 
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attered aero~~ 10 1/1 million square 
mile! of ocean wildernes.~, the 20 

~mall Island countrie5 and territories of 
the South Pacific are vacant specka on 
mo~t map~ of the glc»be. 

Many are Independent states, some 
are memben of the United Nations, 
and aJJ are well qualified as members of 
an economically and socially disad'Van­
taged lbird World. And yet their ~ize, 
and a combined popealation of only four 
and a half million people, make them 
blind spot~ in the consciousness of a 
world accustomed to a gr•nd scale of 
things. 

The storms and pestilence of tiny 
nations like Tokelau ( 1,6()0 people), 
TuvaJu (6,()()0) and Niue (J,600) paJe 
beside the catastrophic proportions of 
sin1ilar event~ in India. 

Their increasing malnutriti<>n docs 
not command the attention of a Uan­
gladesh, or the Sahelian states of Af ri­
ca. Their diseases tend to be debilitat­
ing rather than fatal and when an entire 

. !~e Government has lodged an 
otf1c1al protest with France over 
continued nuclear testing at 
Moruroa Atoll in the Pacific Ocean. 
Fo reign Affairs and Trade Minister, 
Mr Noel Levi. handed the protest 
lette r. addressed to the French 
Fo reign Y1ini ·ter. \i1r Claude 
Che~·sson. to the French E:noass\· in 
Port ~10-e ..r . · 

• 

South Pacific nation is cut off from 
major food imports for weeks at a time, 
it is assumed the people will simply go 
out and catch more fish. 

The fact that most island com­
munities are no longer self-sufficient 
seems to have been lost in tourist 
images of sunshine and paradise. The 
fact is that many have overfished their 
reef waters, lack the initiative or b(>ats 
and equipment to operate further from 
shore and have become hooked on 
expensive tinned tuna and ,other food 
imports from Australia and Japan. 

While the international community 
has been busy caning the ocean into 
zones of stntegic or econt•mic interest 
to others, little hL4' been done to iden­
tify the re~on in ter11t .. of it~ people and 
the context into "hich Western colonial 
deYelopment has thrust them. It i• 
increasingly difficult to find an Island 
village which hu not been affected by 
Western ways. 

• 
• • 

Education has lifted the expectations 
of the young, and the trappings of 
super111arket economics have sparked 
an exodus from the rural areas to towns 
and capitals in c;earch of cash income. 

Cash cropping and wages arc des­
troying the independence of fan1ilies 
and communities which fed and clothed 
themselves f<>r generations. Junk f(>od~ 
have become standard fare in mo~t 
towns and doctors now report an 
alarming increase in diabetes from the 
use of refined sugar products, and an 
upsurge in metabolic disease which was 
previously thought exclusive to West­
ern living. 

Research in<ticatcs increasing m;1I-, 
nutrition among children, p:1rticularly 
in urban areas where a little inf ant 
formula and milk tea is often ~uhsti­
tutcd f<lr hrcast feeding or rraditional 

• • weaning maxes. 
I mportcd tinned fish and pr<lccsscd 

fruit and vegetables are draining h<>usc­
hold budgets in countries capable of 

r .. 

• 

In the letter Mr Levi expressed 
'concern and apprehension' over 
continued French nuclear tests in 
the Pacific , particularly in the light 
of recent reports that radioactive 
material has leaked into the Pacific 
Ocean from structural faults in the 
atoll caused by nuclear testing. 

He said PNG and other Pacific 
countries were upset that the French 
Government continued to disregard 
the opposition of Pacific peoples to 
the nuclear testing programme. 

\. No doubt you are aware that it 
has been and will continue to be the 
policy of the Papua New Guinea 
Government to strongly oppose 
nuclear and other associated 
activities in the Pacific region . 
Papua New Guinea was a party to 
the resolutions passed by the South 
Pac~f!c in Aug9st and the South 
Pac1f1c Conference in October 
condemning nuclear activities in 
Pacific waters particularly those of 
your Government, ,, Mr Levi 
explained. - - .. . ... 
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~ ----- . ptvu"cing fresh food at lower prices, teachers and health workers. The aess far lesa at••acd•e thaa It fie st 
~7 and unemployment is swelling urban cex>nomy is prospering but our social appeared. .11 : .·~~-: ... : .. -~.;'ft ~~: -~~ · :- _ 
: ~ · centres which report a corresponding services are standing still. We can take One of the iromes of the South 
-.· ·:. ma ease· in crime. In Fiji the population a larger population, but we can't take it Pacific is that so many countries with 
. of towns and cities has grown from 33 so fast.,. · · so much in common, should spend so 
. per cent of the total to more than half Outward migration has become a little· time sharing thoughts about their 
·. in just seven years. · .. .. vent for the frustrations of young peo- future . ... .. . . 

_Agriculturalists express doubts about pie who have realized that their home · ~ J. • ~ .. ~= ·· .. ~ 
the ca11ying capacity of the islands. ·economies will not support Western Instead, they find that by sharing the 
Although most countries have consid- habits and countries like Tonga and same ocean, the same migratory fish 
erable reserves of uninhabited land, Western Samoa, desperate to hold their species and similar markets for a com-
much of it is inaccessible and of limited skilled nationals, find themselves in a mon range of· tropical exports, they are 
arable potential, if in fact the people cleft stick. Those same nationals are in constant competition. Attempts to 
showed an inclination to work it. among the countries' largest earners of regionalize through bodies like the 

National populations arC showing a foreign capital. South Pacific Commission (SPC), the 
tendency toward doubling every 20 South Pacific Fonam and the South 
years and in countries like the Solomon Pacific Economic Commission (SPEC) 
Islands which had an exttaordinarily Expot ting people have had limited practical results. 
prosperous 6.6 per cent annual average Planners cite breakdowns over seem-
growth in Gross Domestic Product · Their salaries, remitted from jobs in ingly petty national rivalries, personali­
from 1973-1978, social services are Australia, New Zealand and the United ty clashes or jealousy that central and 
Ooundering. The birth rate in the Sol- States total millions of dollars annually, economically-advantaged states such as 
omons has reached ?.4 per cent (high making the export of people an indis- Fiji, Papua New • Guinea or New 
by Asia standards) and after two years · pensible feature of the national Caledonia should get to host the bulk 

economies. It has been estimated that 
the em ara~ng position of having to 25 per cent of the current population of rpi~ions something which has more to 
step up its reauitment of expatriate Tonga has been to New Zealand on do with infrastructure and facilities 
doctors~ teachers and administrators to short te1m work pe1111its, and estimates than anything else. ;:.. 

. · service that growth. - .. ··. . . of the number of Samoans in C'.alifomia Another handicap to dialogue is the 
In 1979 more than half the country's and Hawaii run as high as 100,000. size and cash poverty of the region. 

population was under 16 years of age The declaration of 200 mile offshore National economics of scale-the high 
and less than 60 per cent of those in the economic zones lat year opened exdt- cost of providing ted>nology for so few 
7-14 age group were enrolled in prim- ing possibilities for all states to exploit people-have left all but the wealthiest 
ary schools. About 25 per cent of the their fisheries resources but economies colonial and fox tner colonial outposts in 
14 years olds did not go to school at all. of scale will dem1nd unprecedented a communications vacuum. There are 
Less than 10 per cent of the people can regional co-operation if all are to get a few, if any, effective channels of public 
read English and only about 30 per fair share from the ocean waten. The opinion. Newspapers are limited, vast 
cent can understand pidgin. The Na- cost of fuelling just one pole and line sectors of the P\)pulation cannot read 
tiooal Education Board administers tun• boat of 350 tonnes in 1977 was and radio reception is patchy. Tele· 
about 300 primary schools through the US$109,S81-more than tbe entire na- phone connexions between some states 
islands but 30 per cent of the teachers tional fuel bill for countries like Tuvalu might take two days or a week. Air 
are untrained and 20 per cent are only and Niue. And although many of the services to some countries might offer a 
partly trained. island states of the cenaaJ and west return seat eve~· third day and shipping 

The public service has 2,800 avail- Pacific bad reason to believe they services, a berth every third w.eek.. 
able posts, but in 1979, 400 (14 per would draw substantial licence fees by Air travel is e:q>ensive and countries 
cent) were unfilled for want of higher allowing Japan, Korea. Taiwan and with limited economies and popula-
education certificates. other distant-water fishing nations to tions in the tens of thousands and less, 

As one senior administrator put it: take the risks for them. only a handful have neither the manpower nor the 
.. All our gains and all our available have had takers. Rising fuel costs ind money to allo~· leaders to travel the 
resources of skilled manpower could be the unpredictability of locating migra· extremities of· a 10 Y2 million square 
eaten up just wit~ the provision of tory 6.sb species, have made the bu.ri- mile ocean to attend regular meetings. 
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·~As a so"·eign and independent 
So~th Pacific nation , Papua New 
Guinea treasures the marine 
resources of the Pacific Ocean which 
constitute an important source of 
our livelihood as we ll as for our 
future generations. I am more than 
con vi need that other South Pacific 
Forum countries hold similar views 
and all of us will not allow another 
countr;.' to imperil our livelihood or 
... on aminate and endan~er our . ~ 

en\ ro ment and marine resources.·· 
e on inued. · 

I 

• 

~·My Cabinet colleagues and I 
have been deeply disturbed by 
recent reports of the developments 
as a result of your Government's 
nuclear testing programme on 
Moruroa Atoll .. . You will therefore 
appreciate that my colleagues and I 
feel that you shcfuld be made aware 
of the apprehension of my 
Government to the adverse effects 
of your Gove rnment's nuclear 
activities in the Pacific Ocean... w1r 
Levi added. · 
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9 
·the se•••D'lsland · · ~ .. ••About· two years ago they started to 

countries of the Soatb. Pacific are living get four and five boats a year, so 
ia a commanicadons desert. . · · • · i .,. instead of getting over the flu between 

Meanwhile, the international aid ooats, people had it all year ro••nd and 
community has found it relatively easy suffered because they did not have 
to overlook the beginnings of social immunity. 
breakdown in the region. The scale of ''From my point of view the people 
similar problems elsewhere are infinite- don't need the boat. They can survive · 

. . . . . . . ' 

•• 

•• •• 

(a poem by Mildred Sope , 
teacher in Vanuatu,from 
Hana Journal of creative 

ly gt eater and appear more urgent and without it. The boat brings petrol, but 
, desc~rving of their scarce resources. they have the wind in their sails and 

• • wr1t1ng,1977,South Pac i fic 
Dr Arthur L. Dahl, Regional oars to take them where they wanto The 

Ecological Adviser to the South Pacific boat supplies a co·operative with soap 
Commission, warns that the region and flour and tinned fish, but fresh fish 
does not have time on its side. is plentiful. It's about time for people 

''Islands, in a sense, ·race the same like us to show them the fire before 
kincls of environmental problems as the they fall into it. .. 
rest of the world but in a microcosm, '"As a doctor I can see what•s coming 
and they come to the limits of their next~iabetes, hypertension and meta-
environment even faster than the rest'', bolic diseases which did not exist be-
he sayse . .. · · fore. The changes are too sudden; we 

· ''What kind of development can they h~ven't develo~d t!!e means to cope 
afford to have on a small island where wt th these maladies. . 
the soil is limited, where the water is · Dr Uili believes countries like Fiji 
limited, where the forest is limited and have gone too far to tum back the cl~k: 
where the oceans ~c limited? They arc but . !hat not everyone in. the South . 
forced to face· that much sooner the Pacific has reached that point. . 
fun<tamental questions which other ''I have seen that our ancestors 

Creative Arts Society) 

People of the earth 
Where are you going 
Fast 

Faster 
Faster yet 

Where is the limit 
To what end do we rush 

Profound and wise 
Words there are many 
But 

• 

• 

.. 

pans of the world arc not yet ready to coped with their surroundings and sur· 
confront in te1111s of changing their ~ved perfectly well'', he says. '"Every· 
lifestyle ; changing their patterns of de- time we tackle a problem today we 

• 0 f what 
What do 

worth are your word s 
they accomplish 

velopment. '' create another problem. In the past, the 
simple nature of things only needed 
modification but every. time we change 

• • Impact of outsiders 
• . - . 

In the minds of some, the developers the precious things of our ancestors we 
set off a chain reaction.'' 

I feel submerged 
I can't breath 
This mountain of words 
Is the cause 

• 

Ac t ion 
bav~ already gone too far. Dr Ropati 
Uili, Epidemiological Assistant to the 
South Pacific Commission and a native 
of 'f okelau illustrates the hazards of 
increasing contact with the outside 
world : ''A boat used to come to To­
kelau from New Zealand a couple of 
times a year and soon after its depar­
ture the peopl·e would come down with 
flu <>r some other virus. The flu was not 
seric>us in itself, but when it involves 
everyone in a small community it's an 
epic.lemic. (Tokelau's three main is­
lands have a combined population of 

Dr Uili believes there should be a 
careful process of selection from the 
lifestyles of the West. One word that 

Accomplish 
can be sa id 

"We can use outside ides• in collab· 
oration, but we must be obse"snt'', be 
says. "We have to look ahead for 
answers to new proble••LS we might 
o este • •• Our ancestors developed OW' 

Islands in harmony with a.ature but our 
culture is disappearing with modern 
commoniation and Western develop­
ment. De~elopment to wbat 7" • 

Get it done 
Reality we can 
See 

Feel 
Touch 

• 

• m 1 s e ry 
• 

about 1,600). . Ian Steele 

An end to the 
Push away the 
Do 

• mountain 
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ABOUT SOME SOURCES 

• -

Act 
Achieve 

When do we start 

TAM-TAM is the newspaper of the Government of Vanuatu 

HIRI is the newspaper of the Government of Papua New Guinea 

THE NEW PACIFIC is a monthly newsmagazine from Hawaii 
( Box 25488, Honolulu,Hawaii 96825 ) 

The article South Pacific Paradise Lost is from DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

( published by the United Nations ) 

• 
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Some readers may be interested in the following groups 
which are actively dealing in Pacific issues and developments 

• 

PACIFIC CONCERNS RESOURCE CENTER 
P . O. BOX 27692 
HONOLULU,HAWAI I 
USA 96827 

• 

A Pacific coordinating group for information on nuclear 
testing in the Pacific, nuclear dumping plans by Japan 
and the United States, and nuclear issues in general . The 
group also has various position papers and statements by 
Pac i f i c I s 1 an d 1 e ad e rs an d gov e r n men ts • W r i t e f o r a 1 i s t 
of resources available . 

PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY 
76 CLARENCE STREET 
SYONEY,AUSTRALIA 
(GPO BOX 3408,SYDNEY 2001) 

A monthly magazine covering political,social,economic and 
other issues in the South Pacific Islands. Provides excellent 
and extensive coverage. 

THE INSTITUTE OF PACIFIC ·STUDIES 
BOX 1168 
SUVA, FIJI 

• 

Publ .ishes a tremendous amount of literature covering the 
Pacific Islands, and one of the few sources of books written 
by Pacific Islanders themselves. Has a publications list 
available up·on request. 

MICRONESIA SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
1212 UNIVERSITY AVENUE 
H 0 ~J 0 l U L U , H AW A I I 
USA 96826 

-

Publishes a regular bulletin with a concentration on t h e 
continuing negotiations between the United States and t he 
i s ~ ands of the U.S.Trust Territories, as the islands atte mpt 
to set up a new and freer relationship with the U.S .. Al so 

e y good on the effects of U.S. nuclear tests in t he 
a rs h a 1 1 I s 1 ands . 
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--· ·--------·---· • • •• • • looking for answerso 
• 

1. ) I f y o u a re n o t a s u p p o r t i n g me m be r o f S P P F , w o u l d yo u 
like to cont i nue to receive this newsletter? 

If yes, please give name , address,etc . 

• 

. -

2) Yes, I wou 1d like to become a supporting member of SPPF at : 
• 

$25 year $50 year 

• $75 year $100 year 

(Please clip and send to SPPF,303-620 View St. ,Victoria,B.C.) 
***charitable tax number: 0452177-09-27***** . 
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