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TOK BLONG SPPF is pidgin english as used in many parts of the Pacific. It 
might literally be translated as "this talk belongs to SPPF' or, SPPFNewsletter. 
TOK BLONG SPPF is published four times per year by the South Pacific 
Peoples Foundation of Canada, 407-620 View St., Victoria, B.C., Canada VSW 1J6, 
and is available to donors of SPPF (minimum $10 yr.). SPPF exists to raise 
critical issues in the South Pacific to a Canadian audience through a variety of 
public education methods, and to assist in getting relevant Canadian financial, 
technical and other assistance into the South Pacific to assist islanders in their 
self-development. TOK BLONG SPPF is edited by Phil Esmonde. 



Some Highlights 
of SPPF's Year 

Over the past year we have: 

- given 22 talks to a wide variety of groups 

- sponsored 11 public events including arranging and hosting a visit by the 
ex-PNG United Nations Representative Renagi Lohia; organizing the appearance 
of the Sanguma band of PNG at the Vancouver Folk Festival; and co-ordinating 
a major cross-Canada tour for two Pacific islanders. · 

- produced and distributed a slide show on New Caledonia 

- helped fund four Pacific women delegates attend the Women's End of Decade 
Conference in Nairobi, Kenya 

- produced, and are currently fine-tuning, a slide show on the Pacific 

- presented a brief on Canada's relations in the South Pacific to a joint House 
of Commons/Senate Committee on International Relations 

- directly generated 19 media stories (not counting the national Pacific 
islanders speaking tour) ~-

- rented and loaned our audio-visual materials 35 times to groups across Canada 

- continued the publication of Tok Blong SPPF four times per year 

- continued to build a resource library 

And, in general, continued to maintain information networks in Canada and the Pacific, 
look into project possibilities , talk with other organizations about joint efforts, 
and at times get drowned in the pa.per!! 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Thank you to all our supporters and donors. If you haven't made 
a tax-free donation to us yet (or for a while), please consider it. 
Your donations allow this work to continue . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



Islands Conference 
Held. in Victoria 

A Conference of the Islands of the World is being held in Victoria May 8,9,10. 
Looking at islands past, present and future, the Conference will look at particular 
problems, challenges and opportunities of islands living. Several resource people 
from the Pacific will be attending the Conference, which is sponsored by the 
University of Victoria. Mostly academic in flavour, some workshops will also focus 
on practical issues such as the role of women, natural resource use, and a nuclear 
free Pacific. Tok Blong SPPF hopes to carry interviews of participants in upcoming 
issues. 

Film Festival Planned 

To complement the Islands Conference, SPPF has organized a 3-day film festival. 
We are bringing in three of Australian Dennis O'Rourkes's films, including his 
latest, Half Life, which explores the results of U.S. nuclear testing in the Pacific. 
The film has just been awarded "Best Film" at the 1986 Berlin Film Festival. 

Joining Half Life will be Sharkcallers of Kontu, Yap (or, how did you know we'd 
like 'IV?), First Contact and Trobriand Cricket. 

Danj.elssons to Speak 

Bengt and Marie-Therese Danielsson of Tahiti will show slides and speak on 
~rench nuclear testing on May 12 in Victoria (sponsored by SPPF). 

SPPF has arranged for the Danielssons to stay beyond the Islands Conference 
a which they will be resource people) for public talks. SPPF hopes to arrange 

s e national and regional press interviews for the Danielssons while they are in 
- - :ada . 
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Micronesia: 
America's Third World 

by James Ridgeway 

James Ridgeway is a freelance journalist in 
Washington, D.C. and author of several books 
on mineral and mining issues. Following are 
excerpts from an article he wrote in late 1983 
for "THE AMICUS JOURNAL", a publication of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council. While some 
of the statistics may have changed since then, 
we think it remains a thought-provoking 
article for readers. 

The islands of Micronesia extend like a set of stepping stones across the 
reaches of the central and western Pacific from Hawaii to the rim of the Asian 
mainland. There are irore than 2,000 islands, inhabited by 125,000 people and with a 
land mass of only 717 square miles. In terms of dry land, Micronesia is smaller 
than any state in the Union, smaller even than the Hawaiian island of Qahu. But 
when national sovereignty is stretched over sea by means of 200-mile limits drawn 
around the islands, then the territory comprising Micronesia is larger than the 
whole of the continental United States. 

The western irost edge of Micronesia is closest to Asia. The fourteen islands of 
the Mariannas, which include Guam, Saipan, and Tinian, are in reality part of a 
rrountain chain that extends northward to Japan's Mount Fujiama. Guam, of course, is 
a major military base, communications center, and irore recently a center for 
offshore industry. South and west of Guam are the islands of Yap and Palau [Belau]. 
Palau is but a few hundred miles from Indonesia and the Philippines. 

From the edge of the Asian mainland, one looks back towards the United States 
through a myriad of atolls across the Pacific that includes the Caroline Islands and 
the Marshalls where the A-bomb tests took place. The eastern rrost island of the 
larshalls is but 800 miles from Hawaii. 

The United States has controlled these islands since the Second World War when 
:::JEy were taken from the Japanese, sometimes in fierce and bloody battle. To many 
k::ler icans the names of the battles - Kwajalein, Truk, Saipan - are far better known 
-=ffin the islands and the people who live on them. Since the war, Micronesia has been 
=or:rally adrainistered by the United states as a Strategic Trust Territory under the 
:o.-...ited Nations. 

The island territories of Micronesia present a perplexing and contradictory 
=ace . The people have become increasingly dependent on the social welfare and 



educational apparatus Washington has overlaid on the culture. For some purposes 
Micronesia is not part of the United States. It is outside customs and tax zones. 
Micronesians carry their own passports, fly their own flags, and maintain their own 
courts. Yet, the most prominent building on any island i s t he U.S. Post Office, for 
they are part of the American postal system. 'As with American Indian tribes, their 
ultimate hope and eventual fate is determined by remote U.S. congressional 
comnittees which seldom, if ever, visit their wards. Their future i s of ten as not 
dictated by a paragraph or two in an appropriations corrmittee report . What has 
grown up across the islands is a baffling world of economic and pol itical 
colonialism, a strange mix of Pine Ridge and Casablanca. 

HEAD!~ east f rorn Guam aboard Air Micronesia, the rainy mountainous island of 
Ponape pops up out of the Pacific. The plane circles, takes its bearings from a 
high rocky promontory above the runway, then booms down to a landing. Off at the 
side stands a tin shed terminal, packed with Ponapeans anxious to see who and what 
the plane has brought, eager to swap gossip with the crew and drink beer. 

The traveller proceeds over a few miles of paved road into t he town of Kolonia, 
which serves both as t he capital of the isl and of Ponape and of the Federated states 
of Micronesia , a confederat i on of four island groups (Ponape, Yap , Truk and Kosrae). 
Kolonia is little rore than a whistle stop, two or three streets, fronted by rundown 

· dings . What looks like an old rotel is the capitol building of the Federated 
States. A large barracks str..icture on down the road is the seat of the island 

errc:ent. 'lhe nest CX>Ki."19 cu ::DSt roodem building is the U. S. Post Office. 

~ e.:..~....r:ici ... _t ~re is fitful, water undrinkable , sanitation facilities 
- oexis-._erit and ed!ication of t.re roost basic sort . To proceed beyond Kolonia around 
t:he island you go over a deeply pi tted, unpaved and muddy road. There are a few 
poones in town, but beyond Kolonia corrmunication is by CB radio. 

The economics of the place are astonishing. Before the war, the island of 
Ponape had been deliberately colonized by the Japanese, who imported settlers to run 
plantations, set up a hydroelectric dam for production of electricity, and built 
roads, even railroads on the island. Under the Japanese, Ponape, like much of the 
rest of Micronesia had achieved an element of economic viability. Now, of course, 
the roads, railroads, darns, and plantations are gone, destroyed in the war or by the 
Navy shortly thereafter. 

The island's economy now is not based on producing anything . Most of the annual 
$8 million budget goes for salaries of government employees who account for nearly 
half the work force. That is the case throughout Micronesia. You often cannot turn 
on the lights in Ponape, but you can find any number of careful government studies 
on energy usage which would be the envy of Washington. 

F.a.ch year this island produces $2. 2 million in revenues. While some of this 
money comes from the sale of fish or copra, most of it represents taxes on 
government salaries or revenues from the sale of goods and services to government 
workers. At the same time, it costs Ponape $2. 7 million a year to produce 
electricity (with imported oil), most of which goes free to keep the government 
going or to businesses whose usage the government is unable to m::>nitor. Imported 
energy to sustain American-styled government, itself grafted onto · Micronesian 
culture, is the governing economic factor in Ponape. 

There are two societies here: one American, which administers in a friendly, 
slightly embarrassed and generally ineffective colonial style; the other is made up 
of the native islanders, living in what the visiting experts refer to as "their 
paradise. n 

The people of Ponape are indeed friendly, peaceable, gentle, often 
self-sufficient, living outside the wage economy. It is a culture stereotyped with 



an image of island people leading a relaxed life with a low level of frustration. 
At the same time, suicide is increasing dramatically on many of the islands. A 
researcher at the University of Hawaii, for example, says young men and teenage boys 
particularly are frustrated and points to the idyllic-seeming island of Truk where 
the suidice rate among fifteen-to nineteen-year-old boys is over ten times the 
recorded rate for the same group in Los Angeles County, reportedly the highest in 
the nation. 

"Micronesia is the land of the marginal man," Resio Moses, president of the 
College of Micronesia, told me with scarcely concealed bitterness. "People here end 
up as Americans. They have already bartered away any real independence." 

The sharply rising population (over half the people are fifteen and under) 
coupled with lack of decent transportation and corrrnunication am:mg the tiny coral 
islands in the chain results in drawing more and more people to district centers 
such as Kolonia. 

Lacking adequate sanitation and other basic services, the district towns become 
island slums. People who can no longer feed themselves on bread fruit or reef fish 
exist on USDA surplus food with a startling increase in malnutrition of the 
youngsters as a result. The availability of food stamps was a major topic of debate 
in the N:>rthern Mariannas several years ago when people voted for cornrronwealth 
status with the United States primarily to be eligible for food stamps. 

The lack of rudimentary sanitation breeds disease. In 1982, for example, the 
island of Truk experienced a severe outbreak of cholera, the first such outbreak 
anyone could remember in Micronesia. 

In Ponape, economic viability absolutely requires sustained capital improvement 
of basic infrastructure to replace what was destroyed long ago in the Second World 
War. But capital improvement projects, under the general authority of the Navy, are 
continually being truncated. "The Navy siphons off 30 percent of the money for 
administration of the projects," President Tosiwo Nakayama says. "So what happens 
is the constant redesigning of the projects downward to accorrmodate this process. 
It's never the original projects the Congress appropriates rooney for. Last year I 
was told we had completed 30 percent of the projects and spent 70 percent of the 
money." 

According to Al Short, director of the Micronesian status negotiations, Congress 
annually appropriates an average of $78 million for civilian projects and 
administrative purposes in the Trust Territory. Another $60 million or so (nobody 
knows for certain) filters in indirectly through assorted agency programs. 

Ponape is not unique. In Majuro, the capital of the Marshall Islands, roads are 
paved. But you cannot drink the water. And sanitation, as in Ponape, is strictly 
limited to the main town,· Education is poor, but it does not make any difference. 
The schools are so crowded that the children must be sent home. 

When I visited Majuro last September, the center of life was the anticipated 
electric power plant run by two World War II submarine engines, together with a 
couple of generators rescued from Okinawa when the United States pulled out. Inside 
a metal shed which housed these gasping engines, men stripped to the waist stood in 
puddles of oil, pushing switches in and out in a desi;ierate effort to phase in one 
engine when another conked out. Despite their efforts, the system broke down every 
day. Lunch in Majuro, like as not, consists of sitting around a table in the dark 
of a dingy restaurant, the lights glowing feebly off to the side, waiting for full 
power to come on. 

The u.s. remedy for the electricity problem in Majuro was to propose 
construction of a new building to house the delapidated engines. In exasperation 



the Marshall Islands government accepted a British proposal for a new power plant to 
be financed with a cheap loan. The United States opposed the deal, refusing to back 
the loan. Eventually, the Marshall Islands decided to go it alone. Officials of 
the U.S. Trust Territory in saipan still laugh at the naivete of the British lending 
money to the Marshall Islanders, whom the American officials are sure never will be 
able to repay it. 

There is no end of examples of poor planning in Majuro. For instance, so much 
of the cost of a new sewer line will be spent by the Army Corps of Engineers in 
design and planning that the pipe will stop at the edge of town before it reaches 
most of the people who need to use it. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is providing 
funds to build septic tanks for dwellings which will not be served by the sewer 
line. That is a step forward, but the Public Works Department worries that the 
overflow from the septic tanks will penetrate · the town's water supply, ruining the 
drinking water which Majuro now is trying to purify at great cost. 

Inexplicably, the United States has encouraged the use of steel as a structural 
material in this hot and humid climate. As a result, there are rusting buildings 
everywhere. Last year, in a gesture of rocxlernity the government brought in aluminum 
house trailers, which under the hot sun , become literal ovens. To cool them off 
requires air conditioning which means rrore electricity from the clanking engines 
down the street. 

Throughout Micronesia, there is a virtual systematic, institutional policy of 
"under-develo:pnent," a nice way of saying that whatever its intent, the result of 
U.S. trusteeship has been long-term economic stagnation, almost as if the military 
planners still view the place as occupied territory, fearful the Japanese war 
machine will return. From an economic point of view, the whole ·of Micronesia might 
as well be part of the Pearl Harbour museum in Hawaii. 

THE key to the growing regional autonomy in this part of the world is marine 
resources. The most important is fish. One half of the world's tuna is located in 
the waters of the central and south Pacific. It amounts to a bountiful and untapped 
source of protein for the twenty-first century. 

Since all the new island nations have declared 200-mile economic zones to 
protect their fisheries, only a smidgen of the Pacific falls outside the zone of one 
country or another. Na.tions such as Tonga are but specks on the map, yet their 
fishery can extend for thousands of square miles. You can plunk the entire 
caribbean archipelago into the fishery zone of one of these little island states. 

Many of the new nations belong to the South Pacific Forum, a meeting ground for 
the heads of state of Australia and New Zealand, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, and such 
countries as Kiribati, Na.uru and Tuvalu. In recent years, the different island 
entities of Micronesia have begun to participate in different activities sponsored 
by the forum. In the spring of 1982, a group of six forum nations, including those 
of Micronesia, met in Na.uru to work out joint policies for licensing, surveillance, 
fines, and other regulations pertaining to fish. 

As it stands, the new island countries are receiving only two to three percent 
of the value of the fish taken from their waters. The idea is to add value to 
whatever is taken from their waters by charging license fees and eventually building 
canneries and creating joint ventures for fishing, processing and marketing. 
Already there have been experiments to that end. Fiji owns a cannery jointly with 
the Japanese and exports tuna to the European Corrm:m Market, where Fiji enjoys 
preferential tariff treatment. To supply the cannery, Fiji formed IKA Corp., a 
national fishing company whkh charters thirty boats a year from Japan, Taiwan, New 
zealand , and the United States . The JaJ?arlese boats are manned by Fiji crews trained 



by Japanese master fishermen with United Nations Development program funds. In 
Fiji, the bottom line is tha.t fish caught within the nation's 200-mile limit must be 
processed in. its cannery. 

Even though the islands of Micronesia remain formally under U.S. control, they 
gradually have been drawn into these broader territorial economic networks emanating 
from the South Pacific. In certain instances they have acted in outright oppostion 
to U.S. wishes. Majuro's entering into an agreement with a British firm for 
construction of a ten-megawatt power plant and tank farm is a case in point. The 
tank farm stores petroleum for the power plant. The British and Marshallese then 
discussed formation of a joint venture to supply oil and power to the Japanese 
fishing boats which they hope will make Majuro into a forward fishing station in the 
central Pacific. 

While the United States does not recognize the 200-mile limit for tuna, the 
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) , the Marshall Islands, and Palau all have 
signed agreements with the Japanese, Taiwanese, and South Koreans to fish for tuna, 
While the American tuna fishermen, organized through the American Tuna Boat 
Association, formally refuse to participate in such arrangements, they have in 
Micronesia quietly signed licensing arrangements. 

The FSM itself has taken out membership in the South Pacific Forum. And the 
Marshall Islands, Palau, and FSM all hastened to rnake known their desire to sign the 
Law of the Sea Treaty, and were permitted to do so as observers, while the Reagan 
administration outraged all of the third world and most industrial nations by not 
signing. 

In 1982 the FSM was receiving fishing fees of $2 to $3 million annually, and 
while these monies are not large, they represented half of the territory's locally 
derived revenues • . When I spoke with Tosiwo Nakayama, president of the FSM, in the 
fall of 1982, he was firm on the issues of regional cooperation: "We intend to join 
on a regional basis for resource management so that we can reap maximum benefit from 
a joint effort rather than act individually where we can be placed against each 
other." 

While fish almost surely will provide the long-term base for the economics of 
the Pacific Islands, there also is keen interest in undersea mining. Manganese 
nodules, the potato-shaped hunks of rock which contain varying amounts of copper, 
manganese, nickel, cobalt and other strategic metals, are found in abundance all 
along the Equator in the Pacific. U.N. agencies have found nodules off Kiribati 
which could turn out to be of conmercial value. But they look with more interest 
somewhat north of the Equator around Micronesia, hoping for higher quality. 

There also is considerable excitement over the spreading ridge lines along the 
bottom of the ocean. These ridges ooze forth liquid metals of great value. Over 
the short term, one of the most intriguing prospects for the economics of the 
Pacific islands is phosphate being discovered in the bottoms of lagoons. Nauru's 
great wealth comes from phosphate and there · are small deposits at Yap and in the 
Marshalls. The United Nations also has found potentially comnercial amounts of red 
coral used in jewelry around Fiji, the Cook Islands and Tonga. Oil and gas 
explorations have been carried out with promising results in the Solomons, Vanuatu, 
Fiji and Tonga. Sand and gravel can be used, if mined with care, as an appropriate 
building material in many of the islands, a much more sensible construction material 
than the imported steel rusting in the Marshalls. 

Crucial to development of any of these resources is the creation of an economic 
and physical infrastructure; Perhaps the most cohesive force toward this end has 
been the U.N. Development Program, which has sought to knit together the different 
governments in regional planning schemes and has provided funds for developnent of 
telecommunications systerns, preventive health programs, studies of mineral potential 



of the ocean floor, and teclmical assistance to nations which must negotiate with 
big oil companies for fuel supplies. The cost of energy is the single most severe 
problem among the islands. 

While Fiji and Papua New Guinea are the largest and politically most significant 
of the Pacific Island nations, Nauru, with its great phosphate wealth, has bec:ome 
the most important economic force in the area. It has built housing projects in the 
Marshalls, a restaurant in Saipan, and a hotel in Guam. Air Nauru, replete with 
modern aircraft, is beginning to provide a transportation link among the islands, as 
well as between them and Australia and mainland Asia. 

The future of Micronesia, then, hangs between these two worlds; the one an 
adjunct of American military policy, governed in colonial suffocation; the .. other as 
an emerging force in the newly independent island world of · the Pacific. Both hold 
t heir perils. The American colonial presence, it should be said, does not stand 
Sl:ill. The compacts of free association envision new trade relationships between 
t he Micronesians islands and the United States. After the different Micronesian 
entities sign the compacts they fall within U.S. trade zones, which means that 
international corporations may use them as entrepots to put the finishing touches on 
electronic equipment or apparel made in Asia. Such a role, envisioned by economic 
planners in Guam, would complete the transformation of Micronesia into an American 
f ree trade zone. Cheap labour from mainland Asia would be imported to do the work, 
and the islanders and their culture would be overwhelmed. 

The world of the newly emergent islands is infinitely more enticing, but it too 
holds its dangers. Here the military hegerrony of the United States is exchanged for 
the economic mastery of the Japanese, the South Koreans and Taiwanese, in all, 
effecting a return to the Japanese colonialism of the 1930s. 

In the end, this is not another sad story of the heavy hand of the United States 
in third world develoµnent. Because of the potential value of Micronesia's 
resources, it is very much in the self-interest of the United States to forge and 
maintain 'sensible relationships with the people of these islands. These issues 
will not go away, and indeed for both environmentalists and diplomats, will become 
more pressing as time goes on. 

The compacts of free association are little more than disguised colonialism in 
perpetuity. The United States has been unwilling to administer the area as a proper 
colony, and there is little to suggest that it will succeed in doing so under a new 
guise. Independence for Micronesia, as for the other islands of the Pacific, not 
only is the just and equitable course, but the only one which will yield a 
beneficial foreign policy. Independence, for example, undoubtedly would result in 
defense arrangements between the United States and the islands on a treaty basis. 

The prospects are not auspicious, and the issue is whether the Micronesians can 
somehow find an independence for themselves between the Americans and the Japanese, . 
and· in the process · save themselves and their culture. 



Belau: Vote #6 
Did the Compact Pass or Not? 

A Report by Charles Scheiner 

The Republic of Belau (Palau), formed in 1981, is strategically situated 500 
miles southeast of the Philippines in the Western Pacific Ocean. After Japan's defeat 
in World War II (which included a bloody battle on the Belauan island of Peleliu), 
Belau's 15,000 people came under U.S. control -- their fourth colonial master in four 
hundred years. Together with the rest of Micronesia, Belau became the only Strategic 
Trusteeship in 1947 under the United Nations, with the United States as the "Admin
istering authority." The U.S. was charged with the responsibility of preparing the 
islands, economically and politically, for independence. In the ensuring 39 years, 
the United States had created an economy which is totally reliant on money from the 
United States. 

Politically, however, the U.S. has done a little better. A massive govern
ment infrastructure, with nearly all Belauan leaders, permeates the tiny country, 
which is divided into sixteen states and includes all the trappings of the United 
States government. In 1979, 92% of belau's 8,000 voters ratified a Constitution to 
establish a Republic of Belau. There was one catch: the Constitution contained the 
statement "harmful substances, such as nuclear, chemical, gas, or biological weapons, 
nuclear power plants, and waste materials therefrom shall not be used, tested, 
stored~ or .disposed of" in Belau without the approval of 75% of the voters in a 
special referendum. As the United States wanted the option of using the islands for 
military bases, this did not sit very well. 

The U.S., with help from some Belauans, forced the voters back to the polls, 
r efusing to recognize the 92% majority. Again, the voters supported the nuclear ban. 
A third referendum in 1980 failed to overturn the constitution. On January 1, 1981, 
the Republic of Belau came into being. Belau and the United States would like to 
reach a relationship called "Free Association," where the United States supplies 
economic aid and national defense for Belau, and Belau allows U.S. military access to 
some of its land. A proposed "Compact of Free Association" was put to the voters on 
February 10, 1983 -- 62% voted for the compact, and 53% voted to overturn the nuclear 
prohibition. Since this was less than the constitutionally mandated 75%, the Compact 
was rejected. Again, on September 4, 1984, a Compact, substantially unchanged, was 
suhnitted. It got 67% of the vote, still under the needed 75%. In both cases, pro
Compact Belauans and Americans claimed that the Compact was ratified; in both cases 
they were overruled. 

The sixth referendum, on an "improved Compact of Free Association," was held 
on February 21, 1986. 72.2% of the voters supported the Compact, still under the 
needed 75% to override the ban on nuclear weapons. This version claims to be in 
agreement with the Constitution, restating the ban on "use, storage, testing, and 
disposal" but adding the phrase "the United States has the right to operate nuclear 
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capable or nuclear propelled vessels and aircraft within the jurisdiction of Belau 
without either confirming or denying the presence or absence of such weapons." The 
key word "operate" has been explained to include manoeuvres, anchoring, and port 
calls. Another clause directs the Government of Belau to "refrain from actions which 
the United States determines to be incompatible with its (U.S.) authority and respons
ibility for security and defense matters," thus giving the U.S. veto power over any 
actions by the Belauan people, notwithstanding their often-cited "sovereign right to 
self-determination." 

Unlike previous referenda, this version of the Compact had virtually no 
public opposition from Belau's traditional or political leaders. Lazarus E. Salii, 
who became President in a s~cial election last August following the assassination 
of Haruo I. Remeliik, Belau s first President, had been the ·negotiator for the Compact 
for many years and was strongly in support of it. There was no vocal dissent in the 
Belauan National Congress (OEK); the c.an:ils of state Governors and Chiefs (tradit
ional leaders) also passed resolutions in support of the Compact (with no dissent 
but some abstentions). Many politicians who had previously opposed the agreement 
either supported it or kept silent. 

After the vote, as in prior votes, Compact supporters are claiming that it 
was ratified with less than 75% of the vote. The United Nations, the U.S. State 
department, and Belau's President and Speaker of the House announced yesterday that 
the Compact has been adopted by Belau and is being sent to the United States for its 

. adoption (where it has the status of a bill to be enacted into law). The Compact's 
opponents, primarily the grassroots citizen's movement Kltal-reng, are continuing to 
uphold the 75% requirement, and will argue the issue in Belauan courts and the U.S. 
Congress. They expect, as before, to prevail. Belau's Senate President agrees. 

The February 21 plebiscite was a rush job. In the light of the deteriorating 
reliability of the major U.S. military bas~s at Clark and Subic Bay in the Philippines, 
the Pentagon is urgently looking to secure its options. Belau, less than 500 miles 
away, looks very attractive. The Compact would have provided the U.S. with land for 
two air bases, a naval base, and a jungle warfare exercise area. In addition, the 
U.S. could take any additional Belauan land it wanted, giving only 60 days notice. 

In Micronesian society, land is an integral part of the human soul. Extended 
families live in the same place for many generations. This was noted in their 
Constitution, which prohibits the use of eminent domain (forcible takeover of land) 
for the benefit of "foreign entities." The C0mpact would have abrogated that safe
guard -- and left the Government of Belau with the responsibility of compensating the 
landowner. 

Belau, heavily dependent on fishing for food and export, claims to be an 
archipelago with a:xranic jurisdiction of 200 miles around the outside of the cluster 
of islands. This principle is recognized in the Law of the Sea Treaty, signed by 
nearly every country in the world (but not the U.S.A.). The Compact, however, pro
hibits Belau from claiming an archipelago, restricting the country's territory to a 
12-mile zone around each island separately. 

In order to get Belau to sell its sovereignty, the Compact promised $312 
million in U.S. compensation over the first 15 years of the 50-year agreement. Some 
of this was to be invested, yielding a promised $3 billion over fifty years (with 
some extremely questionable economic assumptions and no inflation, as advertised by 
Compact supporters). Exaggerated promises of irrmigration, education, and employment 
rights in the U.S. were also used to entice voters. $325,000 in U.S. money was used 
for a "Political Education" campaign -- more than $50 for every yes vote -- advert
ising, propaganda, and corrmunity meetings which, although legally impartial, worked 
all-out to support the Compact of Free Association. 

t 



Belauan voters had very little time to acquaint themselves with a 400-page 
legal document, the product of 14 years of negotiations, written in a foreign 
language (Belauan translations were only available a few days before the vote). The 
Compact was signed by President Salii and U.S. Ambassador to Micronesia Fred M. Zeder 
II on January 10. It was ratified by Belau's Congress, setting the plebiscite date, 
on January 23, less than a month before the vote, and the "political education" didn't 
begin until a week later, with nightly 'IV ads (ten minutes every hour in the last 
week). 

Pro-Constitution campaigning, in oppositicn to the land and military pro
v1s1ons of the Compact, was much more limited than in the five previous referenda. 
There were no rallies or marches; no political or traditional leaders took public 
positions in support of the constitution; radio and 'IV advertising started two days 
before the vote. A few billboards and limited house-to-house cam~aigning were done 
by Kltal-Reng, a community group concerned about preserving Belau s land and culture. 

In spite of the lppsided campaign and the strong societal pressure not to 
make waves, 1957 people voted in oppositicn to the Compact, only 146 fewer than in the 
1984 plebiscite. The change in percentage approval (67% to 72%) came primarily from 
higher voter registration; the turnout was 71% in both the 1984 and 1986 elections 
(although it was higher in earlier votes). Although the pro-Compact campaigners 
stressed unity, usually an effective argument in this consensus-type society, many 
voters put the long-term preservation of their country above social pressure and 
short-term economic gains. 

Other aspects of the Compact campaign are interesting, but too involved to 
describe here in full. I will just list them, and can provide additional infor
mation on any of these items: 

;': The UN sent an observer team, -which appears to be rubberstamping U.S. views in 
spite of having seen the unbalance of the political education and the resultant 
confusion over the 50%-75% question 

;': The Soviet Union, via Tass, sent a message from its U.N. ambassador the day before 
the voting urging Belauans to reject the military alliance with the U.S. This is 
the first time the USSR has been involved, and had mixed results. 

;': Belau's traumatic year, including the assassination of the President last June and 
a $36 million lawsuit against Belau by American banks who claim Belau has defaulted 
on a power plant construction loan, helped create the pressure on people not to be 
outspoken against the image of unity. The assassination trial started February 24. 

* American attorney Martin Wolff, ostensibly representing the people of Belau, 
played a key role in negotiating this version of the agreement and designing the 
distorted Political Education campaign. Wolff, who also claims to be a minister, 
arrived here a year ago and earned people's confidence with a critical review of 
the earlier version of the Compact. He promoted the new one as being negotiated 
with help from God. 

* The desire of many Belauans not to have their nation buried in the conflict between 
the U.S. and the U.S.S.R., as it was in the U.S.-Japanese war of the 1940's, is 
of ten misrepresented. Pro-Constitution activists are depicted as the tools of the 
international (pro-Soviet) peace movement, rather than as acting on their own 
initiative. 

It started to rain two hours before the polls closed on February 21. As the 
downpour continued and the vote-counting began, one Belauan told me, 'Rere, we believe 
that a heavy rain washes away problems, allowing us to start over again. Maybe this 
rain will wash away the COOIIJlact for good, and we can get on with our independence." 
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The rain didn't stop until the counting finished, three days later. It remains 
unclear whether Constitutionalists and the 75% requirement will prevail in this sixth 
referendum. If they do, will the United States continue to make the people of Belau 
keep voting until they come up with the right result? 

Editorial Note: Further to Mr. Scheiner's report which was based on an extensive 
visit to Belau, we have learned that U.S. Congressional hearings on Belau will take 
place on May 8 and May 15th, and that the United Nations Trusteeship Council will 
look at the future of the Trust Territory starting May 12. It is possible that the 
U.S. government will try to push the Belau compact through the U.N. at this time. It 
is also possible that the USSR will use its veto on the Belau situation, which would 
throw the "disbanding" process into confusion. Another probable future action on 
Belau is that the validity of the February 21st plebiscite results. will be chall
enged in the Belau Supreme Court as not being the required 75% required for constit
utional change. 

P.S. Canadians wishing to register their concern or opinion on this matter should 
write to Ambassador Stephen Lewis, Permanent Mission of Canada to the United 
Nations, 866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 250, New York, NY, USA 10017. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION : Charles Scheiner, Box 1182, White Plains, 
New York, USA, 10602 

................................................................................................................................... 
A picture of Martin Wolff, in large 
part the architect of the revised 
Compact document which allows visits 
to Belau of nuclear powered and capable 
vessels. Wolff was very involved in 
the negotiations of the Compact. He 
also wrote the material and conducted 
the orientation for the political 
education campaign leading up to the 
plebiscite. Wolff arrived in Belau 
about a year ago as legal council to 
the Belau House of DeiLegates. lLater 
in 1985, he was fired by the House and 
hired as a special consultant to the 
Belau Senate. Wolff, who claims to be 
a minister, said that Belau had help 
from God in the negotiations as t here 
was no other explaination for them 
"doing so well". Wolff's activities 
in Belau have caused some concern, as 
well as wonderment at his intense 
interest in the negotiations and compact. 
During the voting a film crew pointed 
a camera at Wolff. He put papers in 
front of his face, walked up and covered 
the lens, and said, "I told you not to 
film me", and stalked out of the room. 
This seems to be very strange and shy 
behavior for a foreigner who has become 
so involved in a high profile manner 
in Belau politics. Does :Mr. Wolff have 
sanething to hide ? 

• ~ 



Belauans in US Upset witll 
"Education" Process for 

Plebiscite 
A petition addressed to the Belau National Congress is currently circulating in the 
United States. The petition states that Belauans living in the U.S. strongly feel 
that the political education process for the revised Compact of Free Association did 
not give adequate time or information for the voters. The petition is based on the 
following points: 

•': The revised Compact required time and copies of the document to study and 
understand it, but we had no copies of the Compact prior to the education 
meeting even though at least one person had requested it more than a month 
before from the Palauan Representative's Office in Washington, D.C. The 
education representatives sent from Belau had only about five copies with them 
to distribute among appro:lQimately 100 people in Portland. After the political 
education we were not given time to study it since we were required to cast 
our ballots one day after the meeting. 

* The Compact was written in English and as far as we know has not been trans
lated into Belauan language at all. This made it difficult for many of us to 
understand it. 

•': The education representatives were not scheduled to come to Portland although 
Portland has the largest Belauan population of any city on the U.S. mainland. 
They came to Portland on February 14 only at the request of Portland Belauans 
and gave only a one day notice of the meeting. Many Belauans did not get 
notice of the meeting or were unable to attend. 

* The education meeting was only a few hours long which was too brief to discuss 
many of the issues. Also the representatives were not prepared to speak on 
many of the issues in the Compact which concerned us. 

* We feel the political education was biased. The representatives from Belau 
gave a pro-Compact presentation in which they talked mainly about the benefits 
of the financial settlement and the irrrnigration policy under the Compact. 

* Some of the information given to us was misleading. For example, in the educ
ation meeting we were told that there were no nuclear provisions in the Compact 
but afterwards we found that Section 324 states that " ••• the Government of 
Palau assures the Government of the U.S. that ••• it has the right to operate 
nuclear capable or nuclear propelled · vessels and aircraft within the jurisdic
tion of Palau without either confirming or denying the presence or absence of 

h II sue weapons ••• 

* The representatives also told us that Belau could terminate the Compact at any 
time which is also misleading because we have found under Section 443 of the 
Compact that it allows Belau to terminate the Compact by a plebiscite, but 
Sections 451-454 guarantee the U.S. certain military rights for 50 years even 
if the Compact is terminated. 



* The Belau Election Corrmittee reported only 184 absentee ballots from the U.S. 
mainland although there are approximately 1500 Belauans living in this country. 
We believe this is because many Belauans were not contacted about the political 
education or voting and that a number of cities with large Belauan populations 
were not visited by the education and plebiscite representatives. Other 
Belauans have reported not having enough information on the Compact to vote. 

* Many of our concerns about the political equcation must have affected not only 
other Belauans in the U.S. but those in Belau also. 

The petition calls for an audit of the $325,000 spent on the education program and an 
investigation of the education and absentee balloting process for the plebiscite. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT JAMES ORAK, 6445 N.E. 6th, Portland, Oregon, USA, 97211 

................•.....•••••..•••••..•.................................................................................... 

A voter in Koror, the capital of Belau, voting in the February 21,1986 
Plebiscite. Belauans voted 72.2 % in favour of a new version of the 

Compact of Free Association with the United States. It is unclear 

whether this is enough to abrogate the 75% required by the Belau 

Constitution to allow use or storage of nuclear weapons in Belau. 

A court battle is expected in the near future. 

• 



Rosalie Bertell's Trip 
to the Marshalls 

Dr. Rosalie Bertell of the International Institute of Concern for Public 
Health, located in Toronto, spent several weeks this January and February in the 
Marshall Islands assessing some of the medical needs and doing research in pre
paration for a proposal to undertake the radiological survey of Rongelap Atoll. 
Rongelap was directly exposed to the U.S. nuclear tests. The people of Rongelap were 
moved to Majeto (part of the Kwajalein Atoll chain) almost one year ago because of 
ongoing concern that their islands are contaminated. 

Dr. Bertell said in an interview in Toronto that there are three medical 
systems in the Marshalls: 

(1) a large new hospital in Majuro, the capitol 
(2) a field hospital on Ebeye, and 
(3) an outer island dispensary system. 

Dr. Bertell notes that the field hospital at Ebeye is full of cockroaches 
(including inside the medicine cabinets), and that medicines are almost non-existent. 
Also, there is only running water from 7:30-8:00 AM each day. 

Of the outer island dispensary system, Dr. Bertell says that midwives are 
badly needed and that there is a lot of work to be done in the area of maternal child 
care. She says the system is strained and that some help is needed to oversee the 
logistics of getting medicine to the islands. 

Concerning Ebeye, Dr. Bertell mentioned that plans are underway to build a 
causeway this summer to the next three islets. This should do much to relieve the 
extreme population pressures. Plans are to turn Ebeye itself into a business district, 
with people housed mostly on the other islets. 

· One of the projects Dr. Bertell is trying to implement is to get Canadian 
medical people (doctors, nurses, etc.) interested in going to the Marshalls. She is 
attempting through her institute to raise funds for air fare (approximately $3.000 
per person is needed). Those interested would have to give a minimum one year 
corrmittment. They would then do an assessment and decide on whether to corrmit them
selves f or a further five years work in the Marshalls . Dr. Bertell notes that 
housing plus a $US 10,000 per year would be provided. 

The other project Dr. Bertell is involved with is a proposal to undertake a 
survey of Rongelap Atoll and the people of Rongelap. The survey will concentrate on 
the radiological damage to the island and to the people of Rongelap from the U.S. 
nuclear testi ng . The survey will attempt t o answer the question of whether Rongelap 
is inhabitable and whether a clean-up is possible . 

As part of her recent trip Dr. Bertell and two German doctors attempted to 



IS 
get to Rongelap. Because of rough seas however, they could not travel by boat, and 
the abandoned airstrip has weeds growing through it making a landing impossible. 

Rough seas also made it impossible for her to visit the Rongelap people now 
on Majeto. However, she learned that many people there are suffering from malnu
trition. She says that the move to Majeto might have been too soon because the island 
cannot yet support the people. When people were moved last year there were no build
ings on Majeto. Also, the people don't have their own boat and are eight hours by 
boat from Ebeye - the closest place with provisions. (Greenpeace in the United States 
raised $26,000 to assist the people in securing a boat.) 

Dr. Bertell says that the U.S. has shown little concern for the people of 
Rongelap. She also notes that initially under the Compact of Free Association 
between the U.S. and the Marshall Islands, the radiological survey of Rongelap was 
only to be done by U.S. scientists. It was only at the insistance and determination 
of the Marshalls government that survey proposals were opened to non-U.S. scientists 
as well. 

Dr. Bertell hopes to have word on her proposal soon and, if positive, to start 
work this July. 

More information on Dr. Bertell's project can be received by contacting Dr. 
Bertell at: 

Institute of Concern for Public Health 
67 Mowat Suite 343 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M6K 3E3 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

Stanley Does It Again! 
SOtJIH PACIFIC HANDBOOK, Third Edition, 1986, by David Stanley, Moon Publications 

MICRONESIA HANDBOOK, First Edition, 1986, by David Stanley, Moon Publications 

Canadian David Stanley has just completed the update of his well-used South 
Pacific Handbook after an extensive personal visit to. most Pacific Island countries. 

Stanley has also authored a separate Handbook on Micronesia, subtitled "Guide 
to an American Lake". The Micronesia Handbook is in keeping with Stanley's reputation 
for producing well-researched, organized, factual and readable "backpackers bibles". 

Both handbooks retain a sensitivity for indigenous people which is unusual 
in travel books. 

These are the best books on the area we know of, and highly recommend them 
both for travel purposes and as excellent reference books. 

(Available in Canada from Firefly Books Ltd., 3520 Pharmacy Avenue, Unit 1-C, Scar
borough, Ontario, M1W 2T8. In the U.S., contact Moon Publications, P.O. Box 1696, 
Chico, California, 95927. Cost is US$ 12.95 for the South Pacific Handbook and 
US$ 7.95 for the Micronesia Handbook.) 



A Letter 
from the People 

of Rongelap 
Rongelap Atoll was directly exposed to radiation from the U.S. 
nuclear tests. In 1985 the Rainbow Warrior -- at the request of 
the people -- moved the Rongelapese to a new home on Mejato islet 
in the Kwajalein chain. The move has not been an easy one. 

To Friends of the Rongelap people -

Our flow of first-hand information from Mejato, the island that the 
Kwajalein landowners have provided for the people of Rongelap, is not good. At 
this time of year, the small boats that are used to deliver supplies to that end of 
the atoll from Ebeye, 70 miles away, have to fight high winds and waves. 

We can report now that all the 350 people are housed, and that three 
teachers are having classes for over 100 children in the large conmunity building 
which was built before the move took place. It is constructed of lumber on a 
concrete slab and has a corrugated roof, and part of it is also used for the 
dispensary, where there is a Health Assistant. 

The people have been cut off from the rest of the atoll not only by the 
weather, but also because their two boats have had non-functioning motors. There 
are capable mechanics on Mejato, but the required parts have not been available. 
Having the boats out of corrmission means, as well, that fishing is impossible 
in the deeper waters of the lagoon or ocean . 

Radio contact is usuall y good and we have information, too, from the 
occasional visit to Mejato of boats delivering supplies from Ebeye and from one 
repor t of the doctor who is Director of the Outer Island Dispensaries. The doctor 
reported that the patients he saw were questioned about their breakfast meal the 
day he was there, and all replied "flour and water ." Flies continue to be a 
problem , as there are no sanitary facilities yet . Aside from the semi-annual visit 
of the Department of Energy ' s Liktanur II, which would have gone to Rongelap and 
instead came to Mejato in November , the U.S. has not taken any notice of the 
movement of the Rongelap people away from their atoll . In spite of the fact that 
the Marshall Islands Nitijela (parliament) endorsed a resolution seeking American 
aid for the evacuation last year, the U.S . has refused to give any help. 



The people are looking forward to an independent scientific survey of 
Rongelap Atoll to tell them the facts about the radioactive residues in the soil 
there and the dangers of eating food grown in it. The U.S. continues to insist 
that it is perfectly safe, while the Rongelap people have observed that, in the 
1978 aerial survey of the northern atolls, some of the islands of Rongelap Atoll 
were as 'hot' as some of the islands at Bikini Atoll, where 23 nuclear bombs were 
exploded. 

Your contributions are more than welcome - they are essential for the 
survival of the people of Rongelap until such time as their own efforts can begin 
to provide sufficient food from the island where they now are. To feed some 350 
people adequately for many months is an enormously expensive undertaking, but its 
purpose is to help them overcome the suffering and fears they have had all these 
years since March 1, 1954 when the Bravo bomb was exploded. 

Some of the money that has been donated has been telexed directly to the 
Ebeye Bank. This is the bank information: Rongelap Resettlement Fund, Bank of 
Guam, Ebeye Branch, Account Number 0108-001920, Ebeye, Marshall Islands 96970. 
Julian Riklon is responsible for purchasing food and other supplies which he sends 
to Mejato each time a boat is able to go there. 

We will make every effort to keep you informed, and be assured that people 
here are doing their best to keep food and other necessities moving out to the 
Rongelap people on Mejato. Weather will be improving from now on, and with your 
help, we can ensure that sufficient food is delivered to Mejato. Thank you very 
kindly. 

Sincerely, 

Jeton Anjain 

Senator Jeton Anjain 
P.O. Box 1006 
Majuro 
Marshall Islands 96960 



New Caledonia 
Update 

By Ingrid Kircher 

On September 29, 1985 voters in the French South Pacific territory of New 
Caledonia went to the polls to elect four newly-created Regional Councils. The sig
nificance of these elections extends far beyond the allocation of 46 council seats 
and does not bode well for the prospects of peaceful "cohabitation" between the 
French settler and the indigenous comnunities. 

Encouragements 

Although the anti-independence parties gained 60.8% of the votes compared to 
35.2% for the pro-independence parties, the FLNKS (Kanak Socialist National Liberation 
Front) won control of the councils in three out of the fout regions. In addition to 
the North and the Loyalty Islands, primarily inhabited by the indigenous people of 
New Caledonia, the Kanaks, the FLNKS also won the contested Central Region. However, 
because of the concentration of the French settler population in Noumea, which has 
over 58% of New r,aledonia's population, the major anti-independence party, RPCR 
(Rassemblement pour la Caledonie dans la Republique) holds an absolute majority of 26 
out of the 46 seats in the Territorial Congress (made up of the four Regional 
Councils). The Congress, however, has a purely consultative function. The real power 
rests first with the French High Corrmissioner, then with the Regional Councils and 
finally with the Executive Councils, made up of the High Corrmissioner, the four 
regional Presidents, and the President of the Congress. The Executive Council, where 
the FLNKS holds three of the five seats, is to assist the colonial power in making its 
decisions. This regional council arrangement is best known as the Fabius plan. 

The record voter turnout, 80.4% of an electorate of 90,000, stands in marked 
contrast to the Territorial Assembly elections last November, when the FlNKS, the 
umbrella organization of the pro-independence forces, had organized a massive election 
boycott to dramatize the Kanak demands for independence and their frustration over 



French government equivocation. The sequence of events is well known: an escalation 
of clashes between pro- and anti-independence forces with roadblocks and barricades 
virtually paralyzing the country; the occupation of the mining center of Thio; massive 
pro-French demonstrations by the caldoches (French settlers); the murder of Fl.NKS 
leader Eloi Machoro by French security forces; repeated declarations and revocations 
of a state of emergency; and a death toll of over 20. 

The Fl.NKS' decision to participate in the regional elections followed long 
debates within the different independence parties. The Union Caledonienne, the 
largest party within the Fl.NKS, won acceptance of an electoral strategy in the FlNKS 
Congress of May 25-26. The calm "deroulement" of the elections illustrates the mat
urity and discipline of the Fl.NKS; the fact that over 80% of the Kanaks voted for pro
independence parties belies the criticism from the Right that the Fl.NKS is just a 
handful of terrorists guided by Moscow or other outside forces. It will be very 
difficult for the Right to continue to contest the legitimacy of and support for the 
Fl.NKS. 

Regional Economic Development 

As envisaged by Edgard Pisani, French Minister for New Caledonia, the estab
lishment of four regions shall alleviate the dichotomy between the capital city , 
Noumea, and the rest of the territory. Nournea, where over 80% of the French settlers 
live, has all the amenities of a Cote d'Azur city, while most of the tribes are still 
without running water and electricity. According to a study published in Le Monde 
Diplomatigue, while the standard of living in New Caledonia is among the highest of 
all island nations in the Pacific, the average yearly income of a Kanak family is ~ 
still only a third of that of a European family. This gap between rich and poor has 
been accentuated under the past RPCR government, which has eased the tax burden on 
high income citizens and stopped most of the government projects in areas populated 
by Kanaks. 

Recognizing that economic developnent is vital for achieving any real indepen
dence, the FLNKS has already conducted assessments of the economic potential of each 
of the regions. In mid-October Mr. Pisani sutmitted several proposals to the Terr
itorial Congress, including the establishment of tribal cooperatives to further small
scale production, and reforms in the school, health, and tax systems. 

Rightist Tactics 

The caldoches (some 37% of the total population of 145,000) are frustrated 
and angered by the elections, which they attribute to "gerrymandering of the social
ist government". Their cause is being championed by the Right in France, which has 
made New Caledonia a major issue in the upcoming elections to the French National 
Assembly. During the final weeks of the New Caledonia election campaign, over a 
dozen notables of the French opposition, ranging from RPR Leader Jacques Chirac to 
ultra-right National Front leader Le Pen, descended upon New Caledonia, voicing con
tinued support for the colonial system. The strategy of the anti-independence parties 
is to delay the implementation of the proposed regional developnent projects until 
the French National Assembly elections in March 1986. They hope, not without reason, 
that these elections will bring the Right to power, which will then abrogate the 
Fabius plan. According to RPR President Chirac, abolition of the Fabius plan would 
"immediately be followed by a referendum on self-determination". Such a referendum 
is ruled out by the Fl.NKS. 

Demographic Handicap 

The 35% pro-independence vote is not likely to rise substantially in the near future. 
Due to massive immigration of Europeans and other ethnic groups, especially in the 
early 1970's, Kanaks now comprise only 43% of the total population. They are further 



handicapped by the fact that over half of their total population is under 20 years old 
and thus not yet eligible to vote. The discrepancy of over 18,000 votes supporting 
pro- and anti-independence parties leaves the FLNKS with little hope for an eventual 
referendum on self-determination. If the French government were, as it envisages, 
only to eliminate all French citizens who have lived in New Caledonia for less than 
three years, i.e., a total of 5,500 people, the electoral balance would still favour 
the "loyalists". 

Uncertain Future 

For now, the FLNKS is tackling the difficult task of regional administration. 
In its Congress November 15-16, 1985, FLNKS members will discuss existing structures 
and an increased coordination of the local corrrnittees and their elected representa
tives. The FLNKS has called upon non-Kanaks to work with them toward the develoµnent 
of a future Kanaky (the Kanak name for New Caledonia). Leopold Joredie, President of 
the Central Region, has extended a hand of friendship: "For us, 'cohabitation' is 
not a problem. We want to work with the Europeans. We have to make the Europeans 
understand that independence is not exclusive." 

The success of regionalization remains to be established. The division of 
the country into four regions expands Kanak influence. Control of the Northern 
Region will restore to the Kanaks access to the major mineral and hydro-electric 
resources. The caldoches, however, still maintain control over the best agricultural 
land and the "lung" of New Caledonia, Noumea. 

Given the latest develoµnents--bomb attacks on the Offices of Land Distrib
ution and Develoµnent, increased harassment of Kana.ks by RPCR members and the frequent 
jarrming of the Kanak radio--and the "jusqu'a -boutiste" (fight to the bitter end) . 
attitude of many of the caldoches, it will be a very uncomfortable "cohabitation". 

- NOVEMBER 1985 -

Editorial Note: New Caledonia's future becomes more uncertain with the recent elec
tion of Jacques Chirac as the new Prime Minister of France. Mr. Chirac has visited 
New Caledonia and has branded the leaders of the Melanesian independence movement as 
terrorists. He has declared that New Caledonia must remain part of France. It is 
very possible that Mr. Chirac will attempt to revoke the few concessions provided 
the Kanak population, thus provoking a situation which remains fragile at best. 
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