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jL<.11\..e 21, 2003 

HeLLo PacLfl-c oceall\.., 
Mtj 11\..aVIA-e Ls LLLaVi, .sViort foY r:>eLLLaVi . r coVIA-e fYoVIA- a tyLbe 
caLLeol CowLcVtaV\.. 011\.. VaV\..COL<.VeY r.sLaV\..ol. !'VIA- eLeVeV\.. !jeay.s oLol 
all\..ol rjL<..st fl-11\..L.sVieol gyaole 5. 6VeY!j olatj a~eY .scViooL, r LLR.e to .sLt Oii\.. tVie beacVi 
wLtVi VIA-tj LLttLe byotVieY a 11\..ol VIA-tj si 'Lu, wViLLe VIA-tj VIA-OVIA- a 11\..ol ola ol Vi ave ca 11\..De 
pL<.LLLV\..g pyactLce. si'lu Ls wViat r caLL VIA-tj gYaV\..olVIA-a . rt .SOL<.11\..ol.s LLR.e !jDL<.'Ye .satjLV\..g 
seat-La. Mtj bYotV!eY LLR.e.s to VIA-aR.e .sall\..ol castles wV!LLe we waLt foY MoVIA- all\..ol r:>aol 
bL<.t r LLR.e to watcVi tVie waves a 11\..ol olyaw pLctL<.Ye.s of tVie ca 11\..0e pL<.LLu.s. SoV1A-etLV1A-e.s r 
fl-11\..ol tV!LV\..g.s Oii\.. tVie beacVi LLR.e beaol.s aV\..ol pLece.s of gLa.s.s fYoVIA- brnR.ejl\, bottles. 

si'lu toLol VIA-e tViat C;t Loll\..g tLVIA-e C;tgo, VieY gYaV\..olpC;tYeV\..t.s L<.Seol to tyaveL btj call\..oe L<.P 
all\..ol olowll\.. tVie coast LLR.e tVietj olo foy TYLbalJoL<.YV\..e!j.s - tViat'.s wV!eV\.. a wVioLe bL<.11\..CVt 
of call\..oe.s go olowll\.. tVie coast all\..ol caVIA-p Lii\.. o!LffeYeV\..t vLLLage.s. Now, VIA-tj paYeV\..t.s 
a 11\..ol oLoleY coL<..sLV\...s j L<..st Vi ave yace.s wLtVi eacVi otVieY. I ' VIA- 11\..0t veYtj goool at .sLttLV\..g Lii\.. 
a call\..oe. OV\..e tLVIA-e, r flLppeol oVeY all\..ol got YeaLLtj wet. Mtj VIA-OVIA- woll\..'t Let VIA-e tYtj 
agaLV\.. L<.11\..tLL !'VIA- oLoleY .so r call\..'t go Oii\.. TYLbalJoL<.YV\..e!j.s tViL.s .SL<.VIA-VIA-eY evejl\, tV!oL<.gV! 
r YeaLLtj wall\..t to. !'VIA- .seV\..olLV\..g tV!L.s Lettey becaL<.Se r Viope Lt wLLL float oloWV\.. tVie coast 
a 11\..ol .soV1A-eoV\..e wLLL fl-11\..ol Lt. rf tj DIA.. f-11\..ol VIA-tj Lettu, ca II\.. tj DIA.. please wYLte to VIA-e? 

5550 CowLcV!aV\.. Cye.scell\..t 
DL<.11\..ca 11\..1 lSYLtL.sVi CoLL<.VIA-bLa 
V_3L3X1. 
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Months passed and Lilah forgot about her letter in a bottle. 

One day on an island called Rarotonga in the South Pacific, Tia-Moana was with her parents 
and their friends picking up rubbish on the beach. She reached down and picked up a green 
bottle, she nearly put it in her recycling bag when she noticed Lilah's letter inside. She 
unscrewed the rusty cap and started reading the letter, she called out, "Hey Mum! Where's 
Vancouver Island?" 

"Hmmm, that must be close to Vancouver in Canada, why?" her mother asked. 

Tia-Moana explained, "Well, I found this letter in a bottle lying here on the beach. It's from 
this girl named Lilah in Canada. Can I write her a letter?" 

Tia-Moana's mom looked at Lilah 's letter and replied. "Sure. Why not. She seems like a very 
interesting girl and to think her home is next to the same ocean. 

As soon as she got home Tia-Moana took some paper and a pen to the beach in front of her 
house and began to write. Waves crashed over the reef while paddlers in an outrigger canoe 
practised offshore. When she was done Tia-Moana went with her mom to the post office and 
asked for the nicest stamp they had. She licked it and slipped it into the mail to Canada. 



Rarotonga is far away so it took mo s be ore e le er eac e 
Island. One day she came home fro sc ool a d he r dad passe 
"Who do you know in the Cook Isla ds? e asked . 

"Ummm, nobody. Where are the Cook Island s 
anyway?" Lilah mumbled . 
"What a beautiful stamp though ... She opened the 
envelope and began to read Tia- Moana' s letter: 

Mca; ~, 2004 

J<:a () rMa L:I ah J 

er 
er. 

J:>o yoa have Earth J:>c:y :n CMada? Even ,".f' yoa don't I woald love to v:s:t 
yoar v:lla9e, :t Soands very exc...:t:n:J.- My :slMd hoMe :s :ntere.St:n:J too. 
My .f'aM;;y Md I l:ve near the beac...n. In .f'ac...t MY whole v:ll~e :s loc...ated 
r:qht next to the Sea. CM yoa ;/Yl~:ne how M)I /':-:ends Md I S?end 
aTternoonS Md weefends? We C...M c...ollec...t oar ./?sh .f'ro/Yl the Sea s:nc...e 
travell,"n:J to sho?S ;,s fa:te .f'ar Md a/So evens:ve. 

My .f'avoar:te .f'oods are ./?sh, taro, bMMaS, bread.f'ra:t Md e.S?ec__,"a/ly 
/Y1M3os. My ?o/a tells /Yle stor:es aboai the /Y1M30 Sea.Son bat :n reC...ent 
v.ears the Sea.Sons Md .f'ra:t:n:J patterns have c...hM3ed. I e~zicy s:tt:n:J Md 
'ta/f;n:J to MY ?o/a aboai the old dc:ys . 

Yoa C...M wr:te to Me ~a:n ,".f' yoa wMt. I'd love to fnow aboai yoar 
.f'avoar:te .f'oods. J:>o yoa lot h ave /Y1M30 trees too? 

J<:a MMa:a 
/ia.-Moa.na. If af"ta. 
P.O. Box ~~-:; 

lU/?C1f?a. Vii!~e, If m-otol?:Ja. 
Coo/: :Islands , 
South Pa.c_;/;'c_ 



Excited, Lilah quickly wrote to her new friend. She wrote: 

jull\..e 30, 2004 

you V\ave sucV\ all\, LV\..teyestLV\..g 11\,al'\ll..e. t 11\..eVeY Ll'\ll..agLV\..eol 1'\11..tj 1'\11..essage Lii\, a bottle 
wove.Loi yeacV\ t)DU Lii\, tV\e coo~ rsLall\..ols, 1'1'\11.. so V\apptj t)DU olecLoleol to WYLte bac~ to 
1'\11..e. TVle pLctuye Lii\, t)DUY LetteY was so beautLfuL. AYe tV\e Coo~ tsLall\..ols 11\,eay 
H-awaLL? sL'Lu toLol 1'\11..e tV\at a Loll\..g tLl'\ll..e ago, sol'\ll..e H-awaLLall\..s paolo!Leol aLL tV\e watl 
to Vall\..couVeY rsLall\..ol a~eY tV\eti V\aol a 11\..atuyaL o!LsasteY Oii\.. tV\eLY LsLall\..ol. sV\e saLol 
1'\11..tj cousLV\.., CCfLVLV\.., Ls tV\e olescell\..olall\..t of tV\e H-awaLLaV\,s wVio 1'\11..arrLeol CowLcV\aV\, 
people. 

t'Ve 11\..eVeY V\eaYol of ta yo oY bYeaolfruLt befoYe. we ololl\..'t V\ave 1'\11..all\..go tyees V\eye but 
a~eY t Yeaol yjDUY LetteY, 1'\11..tj olaol Let 1'\11..t but) sol'\ll..e 1'\11..all\..~oes at tV\e ~YoceYt) stoYe. t 
was OV\..Ltj aLioweol to but) two l'\ll..a""-0Des because P>aol sai..ol tV\at fropi..caL fYuLt Ls 1'\11..DYe 
e.xpell\..sLve tV\aV\, fYuLt tV\at gyows ~V\,, CCIV\..aola all\..ol ~t aLso Vias to fraveL a Loll\..g watl to 
get to Call\..aola fYol'\ll.. wVieYe yjDU , ve. TVietj weYe so juLcf::j all\..ol sweet. we OV\..Ltj V\ave 
appLe tYees Lii\, ouy bac~t)aYa bu we get Lots of beYYLes t..11\.. tV\e sul'\ll..1'\11..ertLl'\ll..e. 

t L~~e -{1-sV\ too. Mt) olaol Vias a s~~d1ouse all\..ol we usuaLLf::j olYtj ouy saLl'\ll..o~ tV\eYe, 
but sol'\ll..etLl'\ll..es 1'\11..yj 1'\11..0l'\ll.. all\..d 11\.<.tj auV\..t:Les wLLL put Lt Lii\, jays so we call\.. eat Lt foY 
Lull\..cV\ as sall\..dwLcVies. UtteLtj, we avell\..'t beell\.. gettLV\..g as 1'\11..ucV\ saLl'\ll..OV\.. as we 
usuaLLtj olo. P>aol saLol tV\at tVie wateY Ls gettLV\,g too waYl'\ll.. foy tV\e -{1-sV\ Cfll\..ol tV\eye's 
too 1'\11..ucV\ · 
poLLutLoll\... 

'P.S. IV\. Call\..CfGfa, 
';'le V\av~ sartV\ P>a ti 
t..11\.. ApnL. 



As the girls exchanged letters, their friendship grew. Even though they lived 
far away from each other, they found that they had a lot in commo ey 
both spent time at the beach and they both enjoyed exploring ime 
passed, their letters continued to arrive every couple of weeks, 
received this letter from Tia-Moana. 

<,·a. () rana. DI ah J 

S orry I ha/en 't written In a. Month . My Island w a.S hit by 
cyclones one a:/'ter the other. It was s c ary bec ause MY vllla:;e was llooded a.nd we h ad t o 
MoVe to hjher 3ro.und. SoMe of' the ho.use roof's 3ot blown of'.f' and we lo.St a b.unch of' 
oar c ro,PS too. 

I oda; /n c lass we h ad a. S,Pec/al 3.uest S,PeaKer .f'roM the National &'N'lronMent Servic e . 'I/er 
na.Me /s Ml/ Mata.Mafi and she tali::ed a.boat c l/Mate c h an3e. She s aid cl/Mate chaJ?je Means 
c han3es In the norMal weather ,Pa.tiernS over a. lon.3 tlMe. She also s aid t h ere a.re S oMe bad 
c han3es that a.re ha,t?,Pen/n.3 that a.re a:/'.f'ec tln_j .us . She s a./d t hat the cyclones weren 't 
a.ctLfally c aused by c l/Mate c han3e bat that the c h aJ?jeS M1jht Ma.i::e cyclones worS":. I 
don t //f::e that Idea. . We also went on a. -h'e/d trl,P Int o the la:;oon . W e Saw' bleached w hite 
Coral. 
Coral ,Provides .f'ood and shelter .f'or oar Marine //.f'e. 'I/ea/thy Coral Is beudl.f'.u/ a.nd 
c olo.ur.f'.ul /lf::e the I? s h that swlM a.ro.und It . It also ,Provides MY vlllu;p ,Prdec.:tlon .f'roM 
tho.Se b1j wa/eS . I learnt that l.f' the c l/Mate teM,Perat.ure /ncrea.SeS Oy only 2 dejt-eeS 
Celsl.us then that c o.uld be bad .f'or oar Coral reel' ec osysteM. 

"17-Jat really Interested Me So I ha-'e been oat to looi:: .f'or other ex a.M,Ples of' the 
c han3es . I a.si::ed MY MOM and dad and 3rand,Pa.t-ents to show Me SoMe of' the thln:JS that 
ha-'e c han3ed since they were MY a:;e . S o .f'a.r they show ed Me SoMe Mc&·or beach ero.Slon 
on the other s/de of' MY vllla:;e where the Sea. /s c ree,Pln_j In and lloodln:J aro.und SoMe of' 
t he ho.uses. "17-Je health n.urse In MY villa:;e also told .us that Mo.Sf.ulto diseases lif::e 
den_j.Ue ./'ever will Increase. I've h ad den_j.Ue .f'ever 
be.f'ore and I w as ,s/c f:: .f'or w eei::s . 

/, a.-Moana. 



Maycltl ::i.:7, 2005 

I'~ soYYkj to ltleay abotA.t wltlat's ltla-p-peV\,LV\,g OV\- kjOV<.Y LsLaV\-ol. I o!Lo!V\-'t ~V\-OW tltlat coyaL 
Yeefs -pYDtect LsLaV\-ols fYo~ ctjcLoV\-es. r Loo~eol title~ tA.'P LV\, title LLbYaYk'.j. Tittetj aye so 
beatA.tLftA.L! r caV\-'t beLLeve tltletj aye oltjLV\,g! we oloV\-'t ltlave oleV\,gtA.e feveY ltleYe btA.t ~k:j 
atA.V\-tLe woy~ LV\, OV<.Y tteaLtltl CeV\-tYe aV\-ol sltle saLol tltlat tltletj ltlave beeV\, btA.Stj -pLaV\-V\,LV\,g 
foY west NLLe vLYtA.S becatA.se of cLL~ate cltlaV\,ge too. 

wejtA.st starteol Lean.'-LV\,g abotA.t global way~LV\,g at scltlooL. Mtj teacltleY sak:js tltlat wLtltl 
cLL~ate cltlaV\,ge, OV<.Y ceolay tYees WOV\-'t get as ~tA.cltl wateY as tltletj V\,eeol so we -pYobabLtj 
woV\-'t ltlcive title~ wltleV\, I get oLoleY. Tittcit's ~LV\,ol of scC!Ytj becatA.Se ~k:j -pciYeV\-tsjtA.st sciLo! I 

cotA.Lol go wLtltl title~ to collect ceolaY bay~ aV\,ol ceolc;iy Yoots foy ~kj sL'LtA. to wecive 
bas~ets. 

r feel woYYLeol cibotA.t k:jOV<. CIV\-ol tjOV<.Yfci~LLtj CIV\-ol r ltlo-pe kjOV<. aye goLV\,g to be o~cikj. rs tltleYe 
CIV\-tjtltlLV\,g I caV\- olo to ltleL-p? 



J>ear L:I ah, 

Our v:ll°!Je ch:e.f' has dec:ded to MoVe our whole v:ll°!Je 
;nland because SoMe o..f' our houses have .f'allen :nto the 

90c 

sea. I.f' we MoVe .f'arther awa; .f'roM the sea, we won't be a..f'.f'ectecf by ll oods 
a.n.;More. Everyone :n the v:ll°!Je :s :n shocf. Es?ec:ally the old ?eo?le. My ?o/a 
;s sad because he was born and ra'sed here and So was h;s ?Cif?U. . I 'M so sad to 
be leav:n:J the beach beh:nd. 

ds f:ds have been l:sten:n:J at the v:ll°!Je Mee6n3s and MY whole ;s land :s 
?re?ar:n3 to do lots o.f' act/onS li'fe: 
-reSerVi'n3 .f'orest land 
-conSerV;n:J water because o.f' the drou3hts and SoMe6MeS our water :s salty 
-bu:ld:n3 lar3e water tanfs to collect More ra:nwater 
-Cont/nUoUS cleani'n:J to destrcy MOSfU,'to breed,'n:J areas 
-MoV;n:J our Cro?S More :nl and because o..f' the salt water and ll ood:n3 where i't 
:snow 

Next weef our ch,'e.f' :s 3o:n:J to a b1j world cl:Mate chan3e Meet/n:J to asf the 
b13:Jer countr:es to sto? the:r nasty eM:ss:ons. My dad sa:d that th:s :s al I the 
SMofe .f'roM lots o.f' bUrn:n:J, cars and ?lanes, and hu3e .f'actor:es. 
Is your country 3o:n:J to cm eM:ss:onS too? 

/,a-Moana 



I call\,'t stop tltlLll\,R.Lll\,g about tjDL<.Y fa~Lltj ~ovLll\,g awatj fyo~ title beacltl. TV!at's so 
saol! A loll\,g tL~e ago ~tj gyall\,olpayell\,ts ltlaol to ~ove to yeserVatLoll\,s to ~aR.e watj 
foY settleys because otltleY people w aV1.-teol to lLve Oil\, tltleLY lall\,ol. It's beell\, ltlayol foy ~tj 
sL'Lu too because sltle call\,'t coLLect the p l all\,ts sVie useol foY foool all\,ol ~eolLcLll\,e befoYe 
because title fl-elols all\,ol foyests. Vi av e beeVI.- cleayeol foY v10uses all\,ol yoaols. DUY vLllage 

Ls Oll\,ltj a ~etYe oY so above title ViLgVi tLole ~aYR. so 11\,0W I'~ woYYLeol tViat we'll go 

UV\,oleY tool 

WV\ell\, I got tjDL<.Y letteY, I olLolll\,'t yealltj R.11\,ow wViat ~tj coull\,tYtj Ls oloLll\,g to cut 
e~LssLoll\,s so ~tj ~o~ Vielpeol ~e looR. tViLll\,gs L<.P Oil\, title lll\,tull\,et. call\,aola Ls a 
yealltj bLg place all\,ol tVie olLffeYell\,t pYoVLll\,ces V!eYe aye oloLV\,g olLffeYell\,t tV!Lll\,gs to cut 
olowll\, Oil\, pollL<.tLoll\,. Mo~ tYLeol tltlLs tV!Lll\,g to calculate ouy ecologLcal footpYLV\,t all\,ol 
sVie was sV\ocR.eol because Lt was 1.7 toll\,11\,es all\,ol Lt's Oll\,ltj supposeol to be 4 toll\,11\,es. 
we leaYV\,eol tViat ~ost of OIA..Y e~LssLoll\,s co~e fyo~ olYLVLll\,g ouY cay but also fyo~ 
VieatLll\,g OIA..Y Viouse . Mo~ coV1.-VLV\Ntd ~tj dad to bL<.tj 11\,ew wLV1.-olows foY ouY Viouse all\,d 
Lll\,sulatLoll\, foy t he cyawl space. s V\e saLd tltlat Lt woL<.lol R.eep tVie Viouse way~eY but 
~tj olaol co~plaL~ol Vie wou.Ld vtave to do ~oYe woYR. ayou.11\,ol tVie Viouse. Mo~ tolol 
~ewe Viave to taR.e babtj steps ecause we wLll oll\,ltj get a s~all a~oull\,t of wViat we 
wLll Viave to spell\,ol bacR. fYovv.. ~,,e ooVt\""Y\-~ell\,t . 

wltlell\, I Vieayol tViat, I woVl.-dereol ' r could olo so~etViLV\,g to cut olowll\, Oil\, e~LssLoll\,s 
sLll\,ce 1 ololl\,'t V\ave all\,tj ~Vl.-ttJ t0 t:t~-P wLtVi tVie Viouse. I tolol ~o~ I woulol tYtj to 
walR. to scViool HlYee tL~es a et~ aVl.-d catch title bus twLce a weeR. Lll\,steaol of gettLll\,g 
a YLole eveYtj olatj. TV!Ls ~eaV1.-S ~ ~t ,. l hav e to waR.e L<.P eaYlLu bL<.t 1 wLll olo Lt Lf Lt 

wLll slow olowll\, tV\e baol tVi~~s 
Viappell\,Lll\,g to tjDL<.Y Lslall\,ol. 



j UV\-e 21., 2005 

r couLdV\-'t w"Lt to teLL tiou "bout tltlLs pyeseV\-t"tLoV\,, t weV\,,t to "t ouy sLdey's CeV\-tYe. Mti 
P"YeV\-ts Let ~est" ti ltlo~e fyo~ scltlooL to go to title sLdey's LuV\-cltleoV\,, wLtltl sL'Lu. A 
wo~"V\,, V\,,"~ed sltleLL" W"tt-CLoutLeY c"~e to ouy co~~uV\-Ltti to t"LR. "bout cLL~"te 
cltl"V\,,ge! sltle LLves f"Y "w"ti fYO~ ~e LV\,," pL"ce c"LLed tq"LuLt up LV\,, title AYctLc. sltle 
tY"VeLs "YOUV\-d ltleLpLV\,,g people Le"YV\- ~oYe "bout cLL~"te cltl"V\-ge "V\,,d wltl"t Lt ~e"V\,,s foY 
title IV\-uLt people. H-cive tiou eveY ltle"Yd of title IV\-uLt? TV!eti used to be c"LLed ssR.L~os, but 
tltleti pYefu title V\,,"~e IV\-uLt. sltle s"Ld we "Ye "gu"ydL"V\,,s of title eV\-VLYoV\-~eV\,,t" "V\,,d tltl"t 
we V\,,eed to t"R.e "ctLoV\,, OV\- cLL~"te cltl"V\-ge bec"use title se"-Lce se"soV\- Ls et Lot sltlorteY 
tltletV\- Lt used to be etV\-d tltlLs Ls V\-Dt good foy poLetY beetYs. sltle poLV\-ted cit ~e ci~ sciLd tltlcit 
wltleV\,, t gyow up tltleYe ~Lgltlt V\-Ot be etV\-ti ~oye poLetY beetY ltlcibLtcit Le~ etV\-d ~ti cltlLLdYeV\,, 
~Lgltlt OV\-Lti see title~ LV\,, boo~ DY LV\,, zoos! 

t cisR.ed ltleY wltlcit we could do etV\-d sltle told us title best tltlLV\,,g Ls to cetLL etV\-d wYLte Letteys 
to ouy LocciL etV\-d V\-ettLoV\-etL goveYV\-~eV\-t ofr-cLciLs etV\-d cisR. title~ to tci~ etctLoV\- DV\­
cLL~cite cltll.lV\-ge. r ltll.lVeV\-'t stetrted ~LV\,,e tiet but r wets WOV\-deYLV\-g, Ls tVieYe etV\-titltlLV\,,g 
tiou tltlLV\-R. I svwuLd Sl.lti? 

'P.S. 
H-eYe's et pLctuye of ~e wltleV\- r wt.ls Cf betbti tetR.eV\,, bti ~ti sL'Lu V\,,e.xt to title eLdey's 
buLLdLV\-g LV\,, fYoV\-t of ouy couV\-cLL cltll.l~l:JeYs. It's ~l.lde of Yed cedetY, title ~ost L~portl.lV\-t 
cuLtuYl.lL l.lV\-d ecoV\-o~Lc tyee foY us ltleYe OV\- title 'Pl.lcL-fl-c Col.lst. At title cLL~ette cltll.lV\-ge 
pyeseV\-tl.ltLoV\- tltleti told us tltll.lt cedl.lYS Cf Ye seV\-sLtLve to te~peYCftuye etV\-d ~oLstuye so 
could be title fl-yst to dLe off. M!-1 sL'Lu sl.ltis sltle Cl.lV\- teLL title tyees ilYe uV\-deY styess. It 
~l.lR.es ~e VeYti sl.ld to tltlLV\-R. tV!Cft tltlese bel.lutLfuL tyees tltll.lt gLve so ~ucltl wLLL 
d Lsl.lppel.l Y. 



:July 2to, 2005 

Kia 0 rana i.J'/ ah 

/hat's a [!-ool Idea to wr;te to the 90Vernment. /hey need to hear .f'rom us 
be.f'ore ;ts too late. 77-,e .Natlonal EnV/ronment 5erV,.Ce ;,s actually ho/d;n3 a 
?oetry & short story CoMJ?e66on on cl/mate chanqe to celebrate EnV,.ronment 
Weef and I aM .9o;n:J. to ?art/ci°f?ate. I w;// write Mom what I fnow and also 
about what I have learnt .f'rom you about your country. I wl// Send you a 
co;y once I've l?nlshed /t. I'm So excited. /here ;5 als.,o a dance com?_e66on 
that I aM th;nfln:; about j olnln:;. I, I oVe danc;n:; ' taMUre and I aM th;nfln:; _ 
about 'J?rotec6n3 our enVlronment as ""o/ theme. flo you dance? 
• 
/hat's !J.reat to hear a.bout what you w;// be doln9 /;f e wal fln3 to school 
th,ree ti"'Mets a weef. My .f'rlends wKi I catch th,e 3us to school ev~ry da;. But 
I Ve alwa;s wanted ""o/ own ,motorblfe when Im old enou3h to drive. /vfa;be 
that dreaM can waJ't unt/I Im a lot older. 

5ome unlvers;ty students CaMe to our v;//°!Je the other da; to do Some 
re.Search .f'or a ~//mate chan3e adqpf.atlon J?rqject. I he/,Ped them by show;n9 
them around and answerln:; Some fUeStlonS. I'm 3o;n:; tp 30 to un,.Vers;ty roo 
So that I can he/,P other communities. But .f'or now, Im ho/fY here learn;n3 
.f'rom ""o/ ?o/a· Who fnows? Ma;be one da; we';; meet at un;Vers;ty. 

/, a-Moana 



AIA.g u.st :2.G, 2005 

yoiA. olc;t&M:-e too? 6\leY~ wee~ m~ mom c;tll\,ol olc;tol olYLVe to cowLcV!c;tll\, (Lt 's oll\.t 
VtOIA.Y V\-Ort1'1 fyom 1'teYe) c;tll\,ol we pyc;tctLce wLt1't m~ ot1'teY gyc;tll\,olpa, 
G2W1A.L-s1'te- m1A.t. He tec;tc1'tes us soll\-gs c;tboiA.t tzLll\-qiA.c;tW (t1'te tV!iA.~tYhLYol ) Q~ 
~WIA.11\-U.S (t1'te ~LLLe...w1'tc;tLe). TV!e soll\-gs c;tye so bec;t1A.tLf1A.L c;tll\,ol tV!e~ tell stoYi.ts 

c;tboiA.t OIA.Y 1'1Lstoy~ . 

I Wc;tll\-t to go to iA.11\-LVeYsLt~ too. I t1'1Ljl\,~ I woiA.Lol LL~e to stiA.ol~ c::;eog Y£l-ph~. 
TV!c;tt woiA.Lol be so cool Lf we coiA.Lol go to t1'te sc;tme sc1'tooL. 
rve fijl\,Ls1'teol Vii<.~ LetteY to t1'te MLll\-LsteY of 611\-VLYoll\-mell\-t c;tV\-ol ~~Leol ~t LQst 

wee~. 

Two months later, Li lah and he r 
parents were surprised to 
receive the following letter: 

October 16, 2005 

Dear Lilah, 

Thank you for your letter about climate change impacts in your community and in the Cook 
Islands. In April 2006, we will be sponsoring an international youth forum for future 
environmental leaders. A copy of your letter was forwarded to the organizer of the youth 
forum and they would like to know if you would consider being a repre entati e at the forum. 
Please contact Kimberly Young, Youth Forum Coordinator, by telephone at 1-250-381-4131 
before February 28, 2006. Feel free to reverse the charges. For more information, you can also 
visit our website at: www.climatechange.pacificpeoplespartnership.org. 

Sincerely, 

Glenn Raynor 
Secretary for Minister of Environment 
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' ' ' ' ' NoVeV\A,beY 5, 2005 ' 
' ' ' ( CANADA -

Dea Y na-Moa V\-a, """""""""""""-"'-"'-"'-"'-"'-"--"'- , ""'-"""-"'-'""'-""'-'"'-"'-"-"'-"'-"""-'"'-'"'-" 

1 Viave tVie V\A,O.St e.x.c~t~V\,g V\,ews.! TVleYe ~s go~V\,g to be aV\, IV\-teYV\-at~oV\-aL youtVi 
FOYUV\A, foy Futuye SV\-V~YOV\-V\A,eV\-taL Leaoleys. V!eYe ~V\, CaV\-aola tVi~s faLL! TV!e foYUV\A, 
w~LL be ~V\, MoV\-tYeaL. TV!etl wall\-t V\A,e to g~ve a -pyes.eV\-tat~oV\, becau..se 1 wyote a 
LetteY to tVie M~V\-~s.tey of SV\-V~YOV\-V\A,eV\-t about cL~V\A,ate cViaV\-ge ~V\, CaV\-aola aV\-ol ~V\, 
tVie Coo~ ts.LaV\-ols.. I toLo! tVieV\A, tV!t:.lt I couLo!V\-'t olo ~t w~tViout tlou. I gt:.lve tVieV\A, tlouy 
V\A,a~L~V\-g C1olo!Yess. s.o tlou'LL pyobabLtl be gett~V\-g a LetteY fyoV\A, tVieV\A, s.ooV\- too. TVl~s 
~s s.o e.x.c~t~V\-g ! WY~te V\A,e bac~ t:.ls s.ooV\, as. tlou call\-. I call\-'t wt:.l~t to Vieay fyoV\A, tlou! 

• 



"a 1 a 

I he<Ye j ust rece:ved fro/ :nv'/tat/on letter to also 
attend the youth .f'orUM and I've aSfed fro/ ,Parents and they 're Very 
exc:ted .f'or Me to 30. I can't wait to finally Meet you :n ,Per.Son.' I 
hear there :s also a MUCh b13:Jer Cl:Mate Chan3e Meetln:J there So I 
w:ll be tre<Yell:n3 w:th SoMe o.f' the ,Peo,Ple .f'roM the Jl/at:onal 
EnV:ronMent 5erv:ce that Made a ,PreSentat:on a CoU,Ple o.f' years a:JO. 
I w:ll br;".3 all your letters, fro/ entry .f'or the EnV:ronMent Weef 
Cofr1?e66on (d;d I tell you I won first ,Pr;ze :n fro/ cate3ory?) and 
SoMe trad:t:onal :sland 3:.f'ts .f'or you . 

Can you bel:eve how .f'ar we've CoMe s:nee I .f'ound your first letter 
:n the bottle? 77-J;s ;5 defin:tely a story to tell the world.' I'M o.f'.f' to 
tell fro/ ,Po/a about fro/ tr;,P to Canada. I w:ll wr:te a:Ja:n Soon when I 
find out when I w:ll be tre<Yell;n:J to Montreal. flo you th:nf that I 
w:ll 3et to See Snow? 





About .the Authors 
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