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| e “r L5 Pacific Peoples Partnership is a Canad1an Non-Governmental Orgamzatlon = ;
Bz ded1cated to,working in partnership with people of the South Pacific and First Peoples
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dll rode her bicycle down to the beach past the canoe shed.
She stopped at the edge of the water and watched the waves
crash against the shore. She unzipped her backpack and pulled
out an old green bottle containing a sheet of paper and for the
fourth time that day, she re-read her letter.

Juwne 21, 2003

Hello Pacific Ocean,

My wnawe is Lilah, short for Delilah. ( come from a tribe

called Cowichan on Vancouver (sland. 'm eleven years old :

and ( just finished grade 5. Every day after school, | Like to sit on the beach
with my Little brother and my Si'lu, while my mom and dad have canoe
pulling practice. Si'lu is what t call my grandma. it sounds like You're saying
seat-la. My brother likes to make sand castles while we wait for Mom and pad
but ( Like to watch the waves and draw pictures of the canoe pullers. Sometimes
fuind things on the beach Like beads and pieces of glass from broken bottles.

Si'lu told we that a long time ago, her grandparents used to travel by canoe up
and dowwn the coast like they do for Tribal journeys - that’s whew a whole bunch
of canoes go dowwn the coast and camp in different villages. Now, my parents
and older cousins just have races with each other. 'm not very good at sitting in
a canoe. One time, t flipped over and got really wet. My mom won't Let mee try
again until 'm older so t can't go on Tribal Journeys this summer even though
( really want to. 'm sending this Letter because 1 hope it will float doww the coast
and someone will fund it. if you find my letter, can you please write to me?

Yowrs truLg,
Lilah Brown
5550 Cowilchan Crescent

Duncan, British Columbia
VjL, X1




Satisfied, Lilah rolled up her letter and tightened J
the bottle cap as hard as she could. With all of her might,
she threw the bottle into the ocean. She watched the bottle
bob up and down in the current before riding home. -

-



Months passed and Lilah forgot about her letter in a bottle.

One day on an island called Rarotonga in the South Pacific, Tia-Moana was with her parents
and their friends picking up rubbish on the beach. She reached down and picked up a green
bottle, she nearly put it in her recycling bag when she noticed Lilah’s letter inside. She
unscrewed the rusty cap and started reading the letter, she called out, “Hey Mum! Where’s
Vancouver Island?”

“Hmmm, that must be close to Vancouver in Canada, why?” her mother asked.

Tia-Moana explained, “Well, | found this letter in a bottle lying here on the beach. It’s from
this girl named Lilah in Canada. Can | write her a letter?”

Tia-Moana’s mom looked at Lilah’s letter and replied. “Sure. Why not. She seems like a very
interesting girl and to think her home is next to the same ocean.

As soon as she got home Tia-Moana took some paper and a pen to the beach in front of her
house and began to write. Waves crashed over the reef while paddlers in an outrigger canoe
practised offshore. When she was done Tia-Moana went with her mom to the post office and
asked for the nicest stamp they had. She licked it and slipped it into the mail to Canada.




Rarotonga is far away so it took months before the letter mﬁed Lilah on Vancouver ‘\\
Island. One day she came home from school and her dad passed the envelope to her. N
“Who do you know in the Cook Islands?” he asked.

“Ummm, nobody. Where are the Cook Islands
anyway?” Lilah mumbled.

“What a beautiful stamp though...” She opened the
envelope and began to read Tia-Moana’s letter:

May §, 2004
Kia Orana Lilah!

Kia Orana. That's how we say ' Greetings in our /anjaage.
I Ffound your message in a bottle whle I was p;‘cémg wup
rubbish on the beach for Eawth Day. My rname is Tia-Moana. ‘
My pPapa he//ved parenZ‘S chooSe »y rname i means PrornSe of the
Ocean in Maori. I live in 7Tupapa L////age on K¢ aroz‘onga in the

Coo,é IS/Q/?JS. = R T

Do you have Earth Day in Canada? éven i+ you don \Z‘ I wowld love 2o visit
your village, it Sounds very exciting. My island home IS interesting Coo.
My farily and I /ive near /e beach. In Ffact my whole w'//age 15 located
Fght next Co the sea. Can you /‘maﬁz‘ne Ahoew ry Frends and I spend

Zernoons and weekends? wWe can collect owur A5h From the Sea Since
fra\/e///ng o shops 15 ?L(/Z‘e’ far and a/So expensive.

My favoirite foods are ASHh, taro, baranas, breadfrwid and es ec/‘a//y
PGNGOS . My papa tells me stories about the Mahjo Season but in recent
years the Seasons and /}-a/z‘f/g patlerns Aave a/mnged s o enjoy Sz‘z‘z‘/ng and
Z‘a/é/hg Zo Y Papa aéoat Zhe old a’ca/S.

You can crite ¢o »e agan 1+ you wart. Id love 2o knoew aboud your
Ffavourite foods. Do you /ot Aave rango Zrees doo?

s D bR e vawv-i,ﬁhﬁlb‘ i ‘”‘“*”‘ﬁﬁ%W%* —
Kia Manetia e T

Tia-Moana Karta
P.O. Box $57
7 upara L////age, K a/‘oz‘orga
Cook Lslands,
South Pacifc
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June 30, 2004
KLla orana Tia-Moawna,

You have such an interesting name. | never imagined my message in a bottle
would reach Yow i the Cook Islands, 'm so happy You decided to write back to
me. The picture in Your Letter was so beautiful. Are the Cook Islands near
Hawaii? Si'lu told wme that a long time ago, some Hawaitans paddled all the wa
to vancowver island after they had a natural disaster on thelr tsland. She satd
my cousin, Calvin, is the descendant of the Hawailans who married Cowichan

people.

('ve never heard of taro or breadfruit before. we don't have mango trees here but
after ( read yowr letter, my dad Let me buy some mangoes at the grocery store. |
was only allowed to buy two mangoes because dad said that tropleal fruit is more
expensive than fruit that grows tn Canada and it also has to travel a long way to
get to canada from where You Live. They were so juicy and sweet. We only have
apple trees in owr backyard but we get Lots of berries tn the swmmertime.

[ like fish too. My dad has a swokehouse and we usually dry owr salmon there,
but sometimes my mom and my aunties will put it in jars so we can eat it for
lunch as sandwiches. Lately), we haven't been getting as much salmown as we
usually do. dad said that the water is getting too warm for the fish and there’s
too much :

pollution.

Lilah
P.S. In Canada,

we have Earth pay
L A‘PH',L.




February 16, 2008

"Ka Orana Lilah!

}

- Sorry I haven 2 coritten in a month. My island cas At Ay
cyclones one after the other. It was scary because 1/ V///age was Hooded and we had Zo
move 2o fugher ground. Sone of the howuse roots got blown of ¥ and we lost a bunch of
our crops too.

Today in class we had a special guest Speaker from the National Emvironment Service. Her

 name 1S Mii Mddamaki and she talked aboud climate cﬁd/ge She sad climdade c/za/ge means

c',/'mrgeS in the normal weddher patterns over a /org Cime. She a/so sad Chere are Sonte bad
charges Chat are happening LA are affecting us. She said Chat the cyclones cerent
acz‘/,‘za//y caused 5/ climate c/va/ge but that the c/za/ges Mlj/lz‘ rcke cyclones worse. I
don ? like that idea. We a/sSo went on a #eld Zrip into the /agoon. We sao ' bleached’ white
coral.

Coral provides food and shelter For our marine /ife. )%ea/f/ly cordal is beacttiful and
colowurful like the Ksh that swim arowund 2. It also provides sny village protection From
Zhose 51:9 waves. I learnt Chat if 2he climale temperalire increases only 2 degrees
Celsius then that cowld be bad For owr cordl reef ecosysten.

That really interested re so I have been out Co look for other examples of the
c/mnges . I asked 1y morm and dad and 3ranc//9arenf5 Zo showw me Sore of The f/p:‘rgé thad
Hhave c/mnged Since they were sy age. So far they showed me Some rgjor beach erosion
on the other side of sy w‘//age where the sea Is creeping in and ﬂoodi/g arowund Some of
2he houses. The health nitrse n sy \////aje also told wus that MOS?L(I.Z‘O diseases /ike
c{enﬁae fever will increase. I ve had a/e/gae Fever
before and I was sick For weeks.

Do you have an;/z‘/w'rg in Canada like 2His?

Tia-Moana



March 2#, 2005
Dear Tia-Moana,

U'm sorry to hear about what's happening on your island. t didn't know that coral
reefs protect islands from cyclones. | Looked them up in the Library. They are so
beautifull | can't believe they are dying! we don't have dengue fever here but my
auntie works tn our Health Centre and she said that they have been busy planning
for west Nile Virus because of climate change too.

we just started Learning about global warming at school. My teacher says that with
climate change, our cedar trees won't get as much water as they weed so we probably
won't have them when | get older. That's kinad of scary because my parents just said |
could go with them to collect cedar bark and cedar roots for my Si'lu to weave
baskets.

( feel worried about you and your family and ( hope You are going to be okay. s there
anything [ can do to help?

Lilah



Aoril 25, 2005

Dear L// 62/7 )

Our \//‘//age c/ﬂef Ahas decided Zo rove our w/]o/e \////aje
inland because Some of owur houses hale Fallen into The
sea. ITF we move farther awoay from Che Sea, we twor ? be affected by Hloods
anymore. Everyone in the \////aﬂe IS in Shock. é:spec/a//y Zhe old IPQO/?/?’,. My papa
is sad because he was born and raised here apd So was Ais papa. I m So sad to

be /ecz\//ng Zhe beach betind.

Us bids have been //‘Sfen/ng ad the \////age Meei/nj\s and rry whole island s
/ore_/%zr/ng Zo do lots of actions like:

-—reSer\//ng forest land

-—cOn\Ser\//nj wdder because of the a/roag/?z‘é and Somelimes our waler 1S §a/fy
-Aa//d/ng /czrge wdder tanks to collect more raincwater

—Contintous c/ean/n3 Zo destroy Moéfu/z‘o éreea//‘nﬁ areas

-—mow'ng our crops more inland because of the salt wdaler and 7 ooa//nﬁ where 17

IS hoew

Next week our chief is 30/‘/93 rotd 5{9 world climate change meeting o ask the
Alﬁger cowuntries o 5?0/ Zheir na\SZ‘y ernSSIons. My dad sad that ¢his 1s all Zhe
Srioke from lots of 54{/-/7//7\9, cars and planes, and huge factlories.

Ls your country 30/‘/79 Zo cut ernsSions Coo?

7ia-Moana

T o T A
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RlUuneg 16, 2005
Dear Tia-Moawna,

[ can't stop thinking about Yyour family moving away from the beach. That's so
sad! A long time ago my grandparents had to move to reservations to make way
for settlers because other people wanted to Live on their land. tt's been hard for my
Si/lu too because she can't collect the plants she used for food and medicine before
because the fields and forests have been cleared for houses and roads. Our village
is only a metre or so above the high tide mark so now U'm worried that we'll go
uwnder too!

when [ got Your Letter, | didn't really kinow what my country Ls dolng to cut
emissions so my mom helped me Look things up on the nternet. canada is a
really big place and the different provinces here are dotng different things to cut
down on pollution. Mow tried this thing to caleulate our ecological footprint and
che was shocked because it was 17 tonnes and it’s only supposed to be 4 tonwnes.
we learned that most of our emissions come from driving our car but also from
heating owr house. Mo convineed my dad to by new windows for our house and
insulation for the crawl space. She said that it would keep the house warmer but
my dad complained he would have to do wore work avownd the house. Mow told
me we have to take baby steps because we will only get a small amount of what we
will have to spend back frome the government.

when [ heard that, | wondered if 1 could do something to cut down on emissions
since  don't have any money to help with the house. [ told mom [ would try to
walk to school three times a week and cateh the bus twice a week instead of getting
a ride every day. This means that UL have to wake wp earlier but ( will do it if it
will slow down the bad things

happening to your island.

Lilah
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June 21, 2005
Kia Orana. Tia-Moana,

L couldnt wait to tell Yyou about this presentation | went to at our Elder’s Centre. My
parents let me stay howme from school to go to the Elder’s Luncheon with Si'lu. A
woman named Sheila watt-Cloutier came to our community to talk about climate
change! She lives far away from me in a place called (qaluit up in the Arctic. She
travels around helping people Learn more about climate change and what it means for
the nuit people. Have you ever heard of the tnuit? They used to be called Eskimos, but
they prefer the name lnuit. She said we are "guardians of the environment” and that
we need to take action on climate change because the sea-ice season is a Lot shorter
thaw it used to be and this is not good for polar bears. She pointed at me and said that
whew | grow up there wu,gl'\t wot be any more polar bear habitat left and wmy children
might only see them in books or in zoos!

( asked her what we could do and she told us the best thing Ls to call and write Letters
to our Local and national government officials and ask them to take action on
climate change. | haven't started mine yet but | was wondering, is there anything
You think t should say?

Lilah

e
Here's a picture of me when t was a baby taken by my Si‘lu next to the elder’s
building in front of our council chambers. tt’s made of red cedar, the most important
cultural and economic tree for us here on the Pacific Coast. At the climate change
resentation they told us that cedars are sensitive to temperature and motsture so
could be the first to die off Si'lu says she can tell the trees are under stress. It
makes me very sad to think gat these beautl,fuL trees that give so much will
disappear.
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T have read about Eskimos before, Sorry I mean Inud. A while ago, i/le}éhi N
was a #Bl» crew on the (sland doing interviews with pecple aboud Climate e
c/mnﬂe Ffor a project called, : Mayny Small Voices . hey old me that Zhey
were travelling all around the cworld doing interviecws and I 2Hink Zhey did
interviews with Ineut peop/e Zoo.

Thi's a ‘Cioo/ idea o ewrite Yo Che qovernrent. 777ey need 2o hear Frorr w@s

before 1S too ldde. The National Enwironment Service 1s actuall /70/0///73 a

poetry & short story competition on climade change to celebrale Exvironment
Week and I am ofnj o participate. I will write adbout whad I know and a/so
aboutd what L have learnt £rom you about ;/oar country. I will send you a
copy oncCe T ve Anished 2. I » So excited. ﬂe,re S Q/\S‘o a dance COMP&Z‘I‘ZI‘O/T
that I am z‘/w‘n(/inﬁ about joining. I love dancing Zamure anrd I am z‘/w'né/ng =
aboud /Droiecffrg our emironment as 1/ Zhere. Do you dance? 2

. e
That's 5reat o hear aboul what you coill be doing like wa/é/nﬂ Zo schoo/ i
Chree Litet a coeek. My Friends and I catch the bus Co School every 7’7 Bed N
I ve aleways wated ry own motorbike when I »m old enoash Zo drive. a/ée; i

¢hat dream can cail wntil I r a lot older. .

=
==

Some wnversity students came To our \////aﬂe the other day to do sore Iy
research for a glimate change adagtadion preject. I helped them by Show//zvj e
2hem arowund and anseoering Some guestions. I » going 2o go Zo wuniversity too
So that I can help other communties. But for now, I m happy fere lecrning

From »y papa. Who knows? Mayée ore day e /l meel @ wriversity. ;

7ia-Moana e .



‘ 'M~rth -(-'rowu here) and we pmo’cwe with mg other grandpa,
hg-mu’c He teuches us songs abowc ’czmquaw (the thunderbird) awd

P
4 Two months later, Lilah and her

parents were surprised to
receive the following letter:

October 16, 2005
Dear Lilah,

Thank you for your letter about climate change impacts in your community and in the Cook
Islands. In April 2006, we will be sponsoring an international youth forum for future
environmental leaders. A copy of your letter was forwarded to the organizers of the youth
forum and they would like to know if you would consider being a representative at the forum.
Please contact Kimberly Young, Youth Forum Coordinator, by telephone at 1-250-381-4131
before February 28, 2006. Feel free to reverse the charges. For more information, you can also
visit our website at: www.climatechange.pacificpeoplespartnership.org.

Sincerely,

Glenn Raynor
Secretary for Minister of Environment
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November 5, 2005 N
P

\

by

Dear Tia-Moana,
1 have the most exciting news! There is golng to be an tnternational Youth

Forum for Future Environmental Leaders here in Canada this fall! The forum
will be in Montreal. They want me to give a presentation because | wrote a
Letter to the Minister of Environment about climate change in Canada and tn
the Cook (slands. [ told them that ( couldn't do it without you. t gave them 5our;
mailing address so Yow'Ll probably be getting a Letter from them soow too. This
Ls so exciting! Write me bach as soow As You caw. | can’t wait to hear -from 50»0




.\\

December 4, 2006

Dear Lilah

L have JUuUSC received puy invitadion letler Yo also

attend the youth forum and I Ve asked my parents and hey e Very
excited for re Zo go. L can ¢ wait 2o Anally meet you in person! I
hear there /s a/lso a ruch 5/39&/‘ Climate Change rmeeling there so I
eoill be Z‘rat/e///ng eoith some of the pecple From the Nationa/
Environment Service Chat made a presentation a couple of years ago.
Z will é/‘//g all your letters, ry entry for the Emironment Week
competition (did I Zel/ yvou I won ArsT prize in »n/ caz‘ego/y? ) and
Some Traditional 1s5/and 5/{2‘5 for you.

Can you believe howo far we Ve come Since I fouund your Arst letter |
in the bottle? This is definitely a story to tell the world! I's ofF 2o
2el! ry papa aboud sy Crip Co Capada. I will write again soon when I
Ard ot when I will be z‘rat/e//i/g Zo Montrea/. Do you 2hink thadt T
eorl/ 3er Zo See Snoww?

Kia Manuia, .
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As Lilah went to bed that night, she offered a silent prayer to her
ancestors. She never imagined that the letter she cast into the ocean
so long ago would bring so many gifts to her life. She got shivers of
excitement when she thought about meeting her friend Tia-Moana
in person in Montreal. They would be joining with young people from
around the world dedicated to making a difference about climate
change.

Across the ocean, on Rarotonga, Tia-Moana lay next to her papa on
the beach and looked up at the stars and the Great Bear

constellation that her papa told her pointed north to her friend Lilah’s
home. She felt her own shivers of excitement thinking about her
upcoming journey. She would be one of the first young people from
her village to travel to an international youth forum. With her plans to
attend university underway, Tia-Moana was living up to her name, a
promise of the ocean.




Stephanie Peter

Stephanie belongs to Cowichan Tribes with ancestry from several Coast Salish communities on
Vancouver Island including Songhees and Tsartlip. She holds the ancestral name of Saleliye’naat. In
2002, Stephanie was sent by Pacific Peoples’ Partnership to participate in a six-month internship with the
Cook Islands National Environment Service in Rarotonga where she met her friend, Deyna Marsh. Upon
her return from the South Pacific, Stephanie completed a degree from the University of Victoria with a
double major in Anthropology and Geography. Since then Stephanie has balanced the demands of
working for her community on environmental and cultural initiatives that promote sustainable
development and language revitalization and raising two daughters, Natalie and Olivia. Inspired by her
family, Stephanie co-authored, Sara’s Sunflower, a children’s storybook about sharing and

protecting special places in 2006 and she is currently recording a collection of original children’s songs in
Hul’q’umi’num’, the language spoken in Cowichan.

Deyna Kiriaté Marsh

Deyna was born in New Zealand and raised on Rarotonga, the capital island of the Cook Islands in the
South Pacific. Deyna is a self-described “Maori fruit-salad’; her father’s ancestors hailed from the New
Zealand Maori Tuwharetoa and Ngaphui tribes and her mother’s ancestors were from the Cook Islands
tribes of Mauke and Rarotonga. Deyna attended the University of the South Pacific in 2001-2003 based at
the Fiji Campus where she graduated with a double major in Geography and Land Management. While in
Fiji, she spent many weeks in coastal villages around the Fiji Islands and saw first-hand the plight of the
people and their vulnerable coastal villages to the effects of climate change. Since completing her degree,
Deyna has been working for the Education Unit of the Cook Islands National Environment Service. When
Deyna. is not busy collating a booklet of children’s climate change poems (purua) or developing
environmental education materials, she brings her daughter, Tia-Moana, to Cook Islands dance class.

Natalie Christensen

Natalie Christensen is a Graphic Designer living in Victoria, British Columbia. When she is not designing
she is at the beach enjoying the ocean air with her son Elijah and her husband Brent.
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